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IS YOUR BANK COMMITTED TO YOU? We are.  

At Capital City Bank, we know our clients personally, understand 

their financial needs and are committed to helping them every 

step of the way. Whether their industry is retail, manufacturing, 

agriculture or equine, our bankers work tirelessly to help our 

clients meet their business and financial goals. 

Stop by our nearest office to find out if a relationship with us is 

right for you. 

www.ccbg.com

committed
to North Florida
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Emerald Greene Parsons was born and raised in Madison County 
and grew up in the newspaper business. As a child, she was 
taught every capacity of the newspaper business, from making 
prints in the darkroom to typesetting, selling advertising and 
running the press. She is now the owner of Greene Publishing, 
Inc. and ECB Publishing, Inc. and, together, the two companies 
publish the Madison County Carrier, Madison Enterprise-Record-
er, Monticello News and Jefferson County Journal. All four news-
papers are Florida Press Association award winning newspapers 
and Emerald, herself, has won numerous awards for her personal 
editorial column and photography.

Cheltsie Holbrook grew up in Madison County where she 
obtained her Bachelor of Arts degree in Business Administra-
tion while minoring in Human Resources. Her passion for the 
news media outlet developed when she was a little girl while 
working at her family’s newspaper business. After 26 years of 
learning the ins and outs of the business, she now sits as the 
General Manager.

Savannah Reams is the Editor at Greene Publishing, Inc. and hails 
from the small town of Greenville, Fla. She attended Valdosta State 
University in South Georgia, where she obtained a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in English Literature and wrote for the university’s literary 
journal, The Odradek. Reams is a 2018-19 Florida Press Association 
award winner in Agricultural and Environmental Reporting, Inves-
tigative Reporting and Breaking News Story. She loves kayaking, 
collecting vintage vinyl records and escaping to Walt Disney World 
when time permits. 

Shane Mathews is Colorado-born and South Florida-raised. 
Growing up, he was always into the arts. His interest devel-
oped into a successful career as an award-winning oil painter, 
photographer, graphic designer and engineer. Shane is currently 
the lead designer at Greene Publishing, Inc. He also owns and 
operates a photography studio and an engineering business. 
When he’s not working, he enjoys spending time with his four 
children and wife of 13 years.

Rick Patrick has deep family roots in the North Florida 
area. He was raised in Perry, Fla. and graduated from Taylor 
County High School. He studied communications as an 
undergraduate at Florida State University and holds a BFA 
in Theatre Arts from Valdosta State University. Rick traveled 
for one year with the internationally acclaimed music group 
“Up With People.” His anticipated weekly columns have 
won awards from the Florida Press Association and are a 
favorite among our readers. He still enjoys participating in 
theatre productions and is currently working on producing a 
one-man show based on the writings of Mark Twain. 

staff10
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Jeanette Dunn is a native of San Francisco, Calif. The daughter of Angelo Roccasalva, a Sicilian 
immigrant who arrived on Ellis Island in 1939, Dunn was raised to be resilient. This same resiliency 
has been her driving force. In fact, she unabashedly began a new career at the age of 62, when she 
joined the Greene Publishing, Inc. team 12 years ago as an advertising specialist. Jeanette has one 
daughter, Kim Spear, of Alexandria, Va. She loves spending time with family, friends and colleagues; 
and enjoys a good book regularly. Jeanette likes the small town environment of Madison, where the 
people remind her of a Sicilian village: community-minded, patriotic and everybody knows your 
name.  

John Willoughby, born and raised in Perry, Fla., has been a reporter with Greene Publishing Inc. 
since 2017. Before his present tenure began, he worked as a freelance writer in Nashville, Tenn., pri-
marily within the music industry. John is a Florida Press Association award-winning journalist in Best 
Headline and Breaking News Story. He enjoys a good challenge and delights in photography. When 
he isn’t writing, he’s either watching a good race or participating in activities as a Marzuq Shriner of 
Perry, where he is a member of the Board of Directors.

Kate Frizzell is a freelance artist living in North Florida and 
working as a graphic designer at ECB Publishing, Inc., in Mon-
ticello. Time off the clock is spent writing and drawing comics, 
taking care of animals and renovating a 40-year-old Airstream 
trailer.

Justice Barrington is the advertising specialist for ECB Publishing, Inc., a position she has filled since 
August of 2018. Justice is a born-and-raised North Floridian, having lived throughout the Big Bend 
area for the majority of her adolescent and adult life. For three years, Justice coached the Jefferson 
Tigers’ softball team, serving as the hometown team’s assistant coach. Currently, Justice resides in 
Tallahassee, where she balances her work life while also being a full-time mother and auntie. In her 
spare time, Justice supports the culture of local arts through open mic poetry nights at Tallahassee 
venues.

Dona Gilbert, born and raised in Dublin, Ga., is a wife and 
mother of four amazing kids. Dona studied Accounting at 
Georgia Southwestern State University in Americus, Ga. Today, 
Gilbert is a graphic designer at Greene Publishing, Inc. When 
she’s not working, she bakes and designs cakes.

Olivia Vann, advertising specialist at Greene Publishing, Inc., 
is a Madison county native. She enjoys spending time with her 
fiance, Dylan, and little boy, Emory. Olivia loves the outdoors. 
You can find her riding the family buggy, boating on the river 
or laying out in the pool soaking up the Florida sun. 

Mickey Starling is a Madison native and has been a reporter 
for Greene Publishing, Inc. since 2017. Mickey is a Florida 
Press Association award winner for Feature Profile Story and 
has enjoyed writing since his days as editor of his high school 
and college newspapers. Mickey loves using humor to bring 
his stories to life and to pass on valuable life lessons. Before 
returning to journalism, Mickey spent over 20 years as a youth 
pastor.



Summer 2019   76  The Front Porch



Summer 2019   98  The Front Porch

for over a year on the concept of The Front Porch and are 
happy to say we will be mailing and delivering a new issue 
each quarter. It is our intent to provide all our neighbors with 
insight on not only what is happening in their small commu-
nity, but in their neighboring communities as well.

In this first issue, you will learn about the North Florida 
Paranormal Investigators, summer fun in Madison County, 
the history of Taylor County’s Hampton Springs, beekeeping 
in Jefferson County, a new event venue that is coming to 
Suwannee County and much, much more. Each quarter, The 
Front Porch will bring you stories about agriculture, business, 
health, history, travel, arts and entertainment. 

Great magazines have personalities, just like old 
friends. So, we invite you, our friends, to come up on our 
front porch, sip on some sweet tea and sit a spell. We would 
love to share our stories with you!

   Emerald Greene Parsons
   Publisher

Our maiden voyage

W    elcome to Volume 1, Issue 1 of 
The Front Porch … where the tea is 

sweet and the talks are long.
One of the best things about growing 

up in the newspaper business has been 
giving back to the community and keeping 
all the local citizens informed of what’s 
happening in their corner of the world. It 
is with this love, desire and passion, that 

Greene Publishing, Inc. has embarked on a new adventure. 
The Front Porch magazine makes its debut with this 2019 

Summer Edition, featuring stories and spotlights about your 
neighbors in North Florida and South Georgia. We mail the 
magazines to our newspaper subscribers within the same area, 
and also distribute them to family-friendly businesses and oth-
er high-traffic areas for the reading pleasure of patrons. 

We, the staff at Greene Publishing, Inc., have worked 

Home

W   hen I graduated high school, I de-
cided it was time to escape. I had 

grown up on the outskirts of the tiny town 
of Greenville—a small city in North Flori-
da which sits between two caution lights. 
In college, I began seeking out intern-
ships far away from home. Upon gradu-
ation, my plan was to pack up and head 
out. I stayed away from home as much as 

possible, going so far as to study abroad the summer of my 
senior year. I traveled throughout Spain and Portugal, staying 
in Madrid, Barcelona, Lisbon and communities large and 
small along the way. It was during an adventure to Spain’s 
southern territory of Andalusia that I had a realization.

As we journeyed through the Sierra Nevada mountains, 
we came upon a small town—not much larger than the one 
I called home. We stopped at a local cafe and I watched a 
group of old men sitting around a table playing a card game. 
Our tour guide informed me that the men came to that cafe 
every day at the same time. They would eat, drink, play 
games and swap stories of times gone by. As we traveled fur-
ther, a local woman welcomed us into her home. She cooked 
us a large meal and, to this day, it is remembered as one of 
the best meals I enjoyed while overseas. She was kind, warm 
and welcoming and she very much reminded me of my 
mama, aunts and family back home. In fact, I realized that 

from the publisher

out of all the places I had visited while in Spain—the huge 
cities, breathtaking palaces and historic museums—this day 
spent in a tiny community hidden in the mountains among 
hometown people was the best part of my trip.  

I am now older, a bit wiser and a lot less eager to run 
away. I know that I am blessed to call North Florida my home 
and even more blessed to have been raised in Greenville. 
Much like the villages nestled within the Sierra Nevadas, this 
region is surrounded by small communities—all of which 
are unique, full of life and brimming over with interesting 
people, backgrounds and stories. 

At Greene Publishing, Inc. we have always valued 
small town life and the amazing people that frequent this 
area. Through our award-winning newspapers we’ve been 
privileged to capture the very essence of Madison County. 
However, there is so much more beyond our county limits. 
From the banks of the Suwannee River, to the shores of Kea-
ton Beach and the rolling farm lands that spread across the 
Florida-Georgia line, our homeland is as beautiful and full of 
adventure as the far away places featured on travel channels. 
Artists, farmers, medical professionals, writers and entrepre-
neurs flourish among these small town communities. Their 
stories are precious and their lives worth sharing. And there’s 
no better place to share a story than The Front Porch, where 
the tea is sweet and the talks are long. We hope that you’ll 
embark on this incredible journey with us, as we tell the tale 
of the region we call home.                                                                                           

   Savannah Reams
   Editor-in-Chief                                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                

from the editor
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Anderson Power Services is a certified Generac industrial and residential installation,
service and warranty dealer. We work on generators throughout the whole state of Georgia
and North Florida. Anderson Power Services offers 24 hour emergency services and a full
line of residential, industrial, mobile and portable generators. With each sale of an air-
cooled home standby unit, we offer a free 10 year warranty, and our in-home sales
consultations are free. 

110077  HHeemmlloocckk  SStt..  SSuuiittee  DD
VVaallddoossttaa,,  GGaa..  3311660011

For all of your generator needs, call us today at:
(229)247-6630 or visit our website www.andersonpowerservices.com
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Paranormal activity is a taboo subject to which many turn 
a blind eye. However, there are those who claim there is 

a fine line that separates our world from a paranormal reality 
that cannot be seen . . . or can it?

Enter Paranormal Investiga-
tors of North Florida, a group 
of fearless investigators who are 
eager to walk toward a room full of 
darkness and mysteries that people 
would otherwise run from. Lead by 
Denise Burroughs, of Perry, Fla., 
Paranormal Investigators of North Florida officially formed in 
2011 and has since explored every case of unexplained tap-
ping, knocking and footsteps that comes their way. However, 
Denise’s paranormal investigation began long before the 
team was ever formed.

Denise invited me to join the team on two cases: one 
in Tallahassee, Fla.; the other in Perry, Fla., and I was able 
to step into the shoes of an investigator. But beforehand, I 
had the chance to sit down with Denise and talk about what 
sparked her interest in what we all know as ghost hunting.

Born in Rome, N.Y. and raised in Hollywood, Fla., De-

nise’s experience with paranormal entities began at a young 
age. “I used to see things; shadows,” said Denise. “I really 
wouldn’t call it the boogeyman – I didn’t know what it was. 
And back then, things were very different then they are today 
so I rolled with it, but always had a fascination with this 
because it was real to me.” 

The older she became, more events began to happen. 
At age 11, she recalls being home alone and unexplainable 
events occurring, such as hardwire phones ringing. Often-

times, she would hear tapping. 
Denise explained that one 
night, as she slept, she felt 
someone at the edge of the bed 
and heard a voice. “It was kind 
of like a whisper but it’s not like 
I would say to you it was angel-
ic,” said Denise. “It was a very 

uneasy whisper. It was a male voice, but I don’t really know 
what it said or what it was trying to say.” Over the years, her 
interest in investigating grew larger and the desire to “figure 
it out” came into fruition. 

“When mom found out, she thought I was nuts and prob-
ably needed to see a shrink,” stated Denise. “Then she did 
realize something was going on. She experienced something 
too. Most recently, she felt somebody sit down next to her on 
her bed and touch her. She wasn’t fearful. She believed it was 
an angel. She knows I wasn’t ‘loco’ in the brain.”

After talking, Denise and I made plans to explore. As we 

culture

When Darkness Falls
North Florida investigators brave the shadows

Story and photos by John Willoughby, Staff Writer

Standing on the steps leading to the Greystone Manor’s front porch are the Paranormal Investigators of North Florida. Pictured from the top clockwise, are: 
Chris Estes, Suzy Bass, Denise Burroughs and LaDonna Denmark. Not pictured are: Cliff Burroughs, Jason Bass and Kim and Mitch Kingston.

 “It was a very uneasy whisper.  
It was a male voice, but I don’t  

really know what it said or what it 
was trying to say.”
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traveled to Tallahassee on a September Saturday evening, my 
nerves were getting the best of me because of my past-reluc-
tance to acknowledge paranormal activities. As we walked 
into the home, Denise and her team set up cameras; video 
screens; laptops; temperature readers; K2 meters, used to 
detect changes in electro-
magnetic energy; Radiating 
Electromagnetic (REM) pods, 
used to identify energy fluc-
tuations; and other gadgets, 
all of which helped to reveal 
spirits and their possible 
connection with those in the 
earthly realm.

During the investigation, 
not much communication was 
encountered with what the 
investigators thought could 
be the client’s grandparents, 
who had been deceased for 
some time. Denise decided to 
try a thermal infrared camera, 
which would’ve shown any 
spirits in the living room or 
hallway. With nothing show-
ing, a five-minute break was 
initiated and everyone but 
the client and investigators left 
the home. Upon dimming the 
lights, Denise began asking the spirits for communication 
and, in the process, the Tallahassee client began hurting 
immensely in her abdomen for reasons unknown. The client 
walked outside and, finally, the house went completely dark, 
allowing the team to continue with the investigation. Cliff, 
Denise’s husband, who kept a watchful eye on the cameras, 
began seeing white, transparent orbs flying rapidly in front of 
the lens that had been set atop the kitchen’s refrigerator.

Upon communication from the deceased grandfather’s 
son, the K2 meter, which is a main source of determining 
communication, began flickering, signifying a type of com-
munication. Reaching a conclusion on why the deceased 
were not resting, which will remain confidential, final peace 
was made among the client, her father and everyone who 
resided in the Tallahassee home with the spirit known as the 
grandfather.

“You cannot walk this earth without having bad and hav-
ing good,” said Denise. “They’re both fighting hard right now. 
I feel like I can reach out, touch people and help. I’ve had so 
many ‘thank you’s’ and not ‘I hate you.’ There are many that 
never knew God or had faith before we came along and I be-
lieve everyone has a calling and it comes in different forms.” 
Before wrapping up the investigation, the investigators re-
ceived gratitude for their work, which is not taken lightly.

The next, and last, investigation I took part in with Para-
normal Investigators of North Florida came one month later 
in October of 2018, in Denise’s hometown of Perry. The in-
vestigation resulted in plenty of action in the mere two hours 
the investigators were in the home. As the undisclosed client 
informed us, she had heard unexplained tapping and the 

movement of toys in a room, that is normally unoccupied, 
in the middle of the night. The strange feeling she felt made 
her uneasy about even staying in the home alone for a long 
period of time … especially at night.

Upon beginning the investigation, multiple instances of 
communication occurred and 
the unveiling of spirits took 
place through massive tem-
perature changes throughout 
several spots in the home. By 
the end of the investigation 
though, the home was calm 
with little interruptions. More 
than one month after the in-
vestigation, the family, howev-
er, moved from the home and 
out of the town. Since then, 
the life of the client has been 
relaxed and calm, stating that 
her new home is quiet.

“If you’ve ever had 
something around you, you’d 
understand the feeling when 
you just know, 100 percent, 
it’s there,” said the client, who 
also recalled times when the 
living room television would 
turn on and change channels 
at random moments through-

out the night. “To be honest, ever since the [investigation], 
I’ve felt okay. Before, I remember actually running outside 
[out of fear], even though it was dark. I’ve just known that 
something was around.”

Another investigation that Paranormal Investigators of 
North Florida performed in 2018 included a study of the 
Greystone Manor, in Perry, which is known for rampant 

The Greystone Manor has been a lasting figure in Downtown Perry for  
centuries, with many stories and legends surrounding what lies within its 
walls.

Burning sage is a ritual used to clear an environment of negative energy 
and generate clarity. 

Continued on page 12.
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activity by those in the community and those who have once 
owned the home. Walking inside the dark mansion, which 
was once an orphanage, provided a lot of evidence of para-
normal happenings, past and present.

The two-story Greystone Manor, with a three-story tower, 
sits at the corner of Jefferson Street and Bay Street, in Perry, 
directly across from the First United Methodist Church and 
beside the dental offices of Dr. Morgan. The house was once 
owned by a man in Perry, who opened the house to guests 
yearly as a Halloween attraction. The grimly manor, however, 
has sat empty and vacant for years until it’s most recent buyer 
began occupying the home. 

The Greystone Manor investigation occurred on the night 
anyone would suspect creepy incidents: Halloween. For the 
first time ever, Denise and the team allowed five guests on 
the tour, one of whom is now a member of the team, follow-
ing their second experience inside the haunted, three-story 
home.

“Many rumors circulate this house,” said Denise. “I’ve 
heard it was a brothel, I heard a woman committed suicide 
in the bath tub upstairs, but we’ve not been able to conclude 
whether it’s accurate information.”

The investigation began promptly at 8 p.m. and the team 
proceeded to complete their normal routine. Each guest was 
given equipment, allowing them the opportunity to be an ac-
tual investigator. The search for evidence of activity began on 
the first floor where the command center was located. Two 

Denise Burroughs (front) and LaDonna Denmark (back) investigate a 
Tallahassee home thought to be inhabited by the spirit of the homeowner’s 
grandfather.

investigators stayed with the equipment to monitor possible 
activity. “Not a lot of activity was on that floor,” said Denise. 
“It was rather quiet.”

The second floor was where team members and guests 
claimed to feel heaviness in their chest, according to De-
nise. Some guests experienced difficulty breathing and felt 
light-headed. Upon entering a room on the second-floor, 
perceived as a child’s room, activity in that room and others 
became known to the team. K2 meter readings and tempera-
ture changes became noticeable as well.

The investigators proceeded to the third-floor following 
an hour of investigating on the second floor. It is believed 
that some type of energy from the second floor, which later 
identified itself as Sarah, continued to follow the team. 
Denise stated that upon entering another room, the team 
noticed burned trusses. “When one of our guests looked at 
them, they noticed that finger prints kept appearing on the 
wood,” said Denise. “They appeared to be finger prints of 
small children. The connection to that, I’m not sure, but I saw 
it with my own eyes.” A total of three hours was spent in the 
home and plenty of evidence was gathered. 

Following every investigation, Denise uses sage to 
cleanse the team members, the homes, equipment and ev-
erything that is involved with the case or anything that could 
have the potential to follow those who have no intentions of 
staying with a spirit. Burning sage is an old Native American 
ritual, used to alleviate the burden of negative energy.

“I have a lot of faith in God and I would prefer that the 
people on my team have that same faith. [Faith] is the thing 
that protects us. It is the light that guides us,” said Denise. 
“It is what I want to put out there so that those who are lost 
within themselves can be found and can be brought to a saf-
er haven in their life … They manifest their own demons and 
through that, they create their own dark cloud and they just 
need someone to go in there and help put things back into 
perspective; help them find their worth and calm their fear.”

The team consists of three husband-and-wife duos: De-
nise and Cliff Burroughs, Suzy and Jason Bass, as well as Kim 
and Mitch Kingston. Additionally, Ladonna Denmark and 
Chris Estes make up the rest of the investigation team. 

If you feel you may have experienced paranormal activity or 
if you have heard or seen unexplainable incidents, such as 
knocking, temperature changes or anything out of the ordi-
nary, Paranormal Investigators of North Florida are available to 
reveal the source at no cost to you. To contact the team, call 
(850) 254-1222 or log onto facebook.com and type “Paranor-
mal Investigators of North Florida” in the search bar. You are 
encouraged to leave a message and a team member will speak 
with you as soon as possible to schedule a meeting.

“They appeared to be finger  

prints of small children. The  

connection to that, I’m not sure, but  

I saw it with my own eyes.”
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PERSONAL INJURY — CRIMINAL DEFENSE

Ryan A. Yeary
Attorney

Jessica J. Yeary
Attorney

Shannon P. Brown
Paralegal

Automobile Accidents
Motorcycle Accidents
Trucking Accidents
Slip and Fall
Premises Liability
Defective Products
Criminal Defense

(850) 997-8181
CAMINEZ & YEARY, P.A.

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Call For A FREE Consultation
1307 S. Jefferson Street
Monticello, Florida 32344

1882 Capital Circle NE
Tallahassee, Florida 32308www.caminezlaw.com

e hiring of a lawyer is an important decision and should not be based solely on advertisement.
Before you decide, ask us to send you written information about our qualifications and experience.
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Taylor County native Anthony Lamarr White discovered at 
an early age that he had a way with words. Growing up 

as a child in Perry, White was never far away from the pads 
of paper on which he would write stories of various kinds. 
“I’ve always been writing,” says White. “I don’t even remem-
ber when I started.” At the age of nine, White’s grandmother 
gave him the gift of a manual typewriter for Christmas. White 
immediately proceeded to teach himself to type and, soon, 
his love affair with words was ready to blossom. Now, with 
a pair of plays; two novels and another novel on the way; 
along with several possible television projects in the works, 
all set in various North Florida communities; White hopes to 
help place the area he knows the best on the map.

White, a 1982 graduate of Taylor County High School 
(TCHS), recalls several teachers in Perry who have been an 
inspiration to him; namely Estic Rollings, the late Gwen 
Faulkner, Glenda Hamby and others. “I truly loved each of 
those teachers,” said White. “I can truly say that I have been 
blessed with some great teachers.” After graduating from 
TCHS, White went to the University of Florida, where he 
studied journalism. Once he obtained his degree in journal-
ism, White had various jobs around the country, including 
an internship at CBS news in New York. But he has always 

managed to return to his Taylor County roots. Most recently, 
White was in Atlanta for two years, working in a fellowship 
program with the Alliance Theatre. It was while working at 
the Alliance that he developed the script for his play, “The 
Long Goodbye,” which held its world premier at the Monti-
cello Opera House in November of 2018.

“The Long Goodbye” is a play set in Monticello about a 
woman who looses a daughter to illness just before Christ-
mas. “The Long Goodbye” is a story that White has had in 
the works for many years. It was hatched from a skit he wrote 
for a church service in Perry when White was a youngster. 
The story has an autobiographical element as it was written 
following the death of a member of White’s family. “It was 
important to me that we have the world premier of “The 
Long Goodbye” in Monticello since the story takes place in 
Monticello,” said White. White has written a screenplay from 
his stage play and Rae Dawn Chong, actress best known for 
her roles in “Quest for Fire,” “The Color Purple” and “Com-
mando,” has expressed an interest in teaming up with White 
to produce “The Long Goodbye” as a theatrical feature film. 
If it does make its way onto the silver-screen, White wants 
the movie shot in Monticello.   

One event, which had a profound impact on him, hap-
pened while he was at a 4-H conference in Washington D.C. 
Katherine Hepburn had just won an Academy Award for her 
performance in the movie “On Golden Pond.” White had just 
read the play on which the movie had been based while in 
Hamby’s Senior English class at TCHS. As White recalls, “We 
were at the Kennedy Centre for the Performing Arts and about 
to see Katherine Hepburn in “The West Side Waltz.” She 
(Hepburn) had just won the Academy Award for “On Golden 
Pond” and when she made her first entrance, the audience 
burst out in applause. She [Hepburn] went to the edge of 
the stage and asked, ‘Why are you clapping? I haven’t done 
anything yet.’ That experience really had an impact on me, 
more than any other theatrical experience.” That “what have 
you done for me lately” mindset continues to drive White 
forward. He continues to work at the Perry News-Herald and 
Taco Times newspapers and is currently working on his third 
novel as part of a three-book deal with Zane Publishing, part 
of the Simon and Schuster publishing company. White is 
also working on an unscripted crime series project entitled 
“Closure,” in conjunction with the cold-case unit of the Cobb 
County, Ga. District Attorney’s office. 

White was recently nominated for a Taurean Award as 
Outstanding New Playwright. The Taurean Award celebrates 
excellence in Atlanta’s black 
theatre community. White 
was nominated for his play, 
“Calming the Man,” set in 
Greenville, Fla. “Calming the 
Man” was also developed 
at the Alliance Theatre in 
Atlanta. 

Regardless of where future 
paths lead White, one can be 
sure that he will always find 
his way home. “I’m a small 
town person,” says White.

culture

The Words of White: 
Local playwright provides voice for North Florida

White visits the set of “The Long Goodbye,” a play set in Monticello about a 
woman who loses a daughter to illness just before Christmas. 

Story and photos by Rick Patrick, Staff Writer
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BIG BEND TIRE

Jason Vickers - Owner

850-997-4689
1300 N. Jefferson St.

Mon-Fri
7:30 AM - 5 PM

DEALER

Now doing alignments!

What is Transitions?
Transitions is a Non-Medical Support 

Program for individuals facing a serious 
illness with a prognosis of a year or less.

Transitions can provide:
•  Expert resource referrals
•  Caregiver Support
•  Guidance in understanding complex medical decisions
•  Volunteer Services to assist with companionship, brief

 periods of respite respite and running errands
•  Bi-Weekly Wellness Calls
•  Specialized Valor Ceremonies honoring Veterans enrolled

 in the Transitions Program

If you would like to know more please contact us

(850) 671-6036 or (850) 878-5310
or visit www.wingstocarryyou.org

Transitions is a program 
that is provided at no cost 
to the client and is funded 

by Big Bend Hospice, 
grants, Big Bend Hospice 

Foundation and donations.
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Story by Mickey Starling, Staff Writer
Photos by Savannah Reams, Editor-in-Chief

Entering Lucile Day’s home is like stepping into another 
world. Inside, you will find walls lined with family por-

traits from days gone by; neatly-arranged vintage furniture 
laden with crocheted afghans; an old upright piano; the 
smell of bacon and coffee seeping from the kitchen; and 
beautiful music playing in the background, as it flows from a 
high tech device disguised as an antique record player. “My 
granddaughter is teaching me the Bluetooth,” says Day, with 
a twinkle in her eye.

Nothing about this remarkable lady, now 85 years 
young, seems to fade. She glides through her home as if she 
were wearing roller skates and you may need a pair to keep 
up with her. Permeating through everything she touches is a 
sense of purpose and what she touches seems to be blessed.

Day’s purpose is evident. Loving and serving others and 

teaching them to live happy and healthy lives is what she 
does best. Her many years of teaching at Greenville Elemen-
tary School gave her a perfect platform to do just that. Read-
ing has been a favorite pastime for her since she was a young 
child. “People all over town used to bring me things to read,” 
said Day, who has resided in Greenville since 1939.

Growing up in Greenville may have been difficult back 
in those days but Day, then Lucile Martin, was too busy 
working to notice. Working was just part of life and she 
took every opportunity to make money that came her way. 
She would deliver food to families on her bicycle, sew, do 
housework, babysit and even took a paper delivery route to 
help her family make ends meet. Like many of her genera-
tion, Day put in numerous hours of hard work in the tobacco 
fields that are legendary for their sweltering heat. Yet, wher-
ever Day went, there was fun to be had and those tobacco 
fields yielded numerous opportunities for her creative mind. 

culture

Lucile Day is a force to be reckoned with. At 85 years old, she’s still living every moment with as much vigor and passion as a twenty  
something—perhaps better. 

Live like  
  

Continued on page 19.

LucileLucile Lucile 
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 Lucile’s home possesses a vintage flare that would appeal to any modern interior designer. The charm doesn’t come from a Southern Living catalog, but from 
a life well lived, organized and loved. 

Lucile is brimming with stories and the best place to hear them is at the breakfast table over a home-cooked meal and a good cup of coffee. 
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“I loved finding those juicy little tobacco worms and chasing 
people with them,” said Day, who admits, with a sheepish 
grin and a hint of regret, that she occasionally chased old 
women with them.

As Day grew older, she began chasing other things that 
seemed, at the time, beyond her reach. Rather than giving in 
to an inferiority complex that had plagued her since child-
hood, Day used those feelings as fuel for studying harder 
and staying up longer in order to do her best. Her grades 
showed no signs of inferiority and she received a scholarship 
to Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University (FAMU) for 
her efforts.

One of the things that stands out about Day is her 
character. Though she could have used the extra money, Day 
rarely accepted money from her parents while in college 
because she knew it would be difficult for them to provide it 
and she often made $10 last for a month.

To make that amount of money last a month requires be-
ing incredibly resourceful, which Day made look easy. Noth-
ing demonstrated that more than the day she was invited to 
a college dance called “A Night at the Sahara.” Day found 
herself with no pretty dress for the occasion but she did have 
a beautiful swimsuit that was given to her by a family friend. 
“I took that lovely swimsuit and paired it with the curtains 
in my apartment,” said Day. “I didn’t cut them. I just pinned 

workday by going home, starting supper, returning to school 
to prep for the next day and then going home to finish the 
cooking.

Day wasn’t just a teacher, she was a dream-giver who 
used her classroom to open the imaginations of her young 
students to a world of possibilities. Day used everything with-
in her reach to get kids excited about reading. Her enthusi-
asm was contagious and generations of kids were the better 
for it. During her tenure as an educator, she even worked 
with a committee to develop and write a district-wide school 
safety plan. 

Today, while retired, Day still works hard to promote the 
education of Madison County youth. She currently serves 
on the North Florida College Foundation Board of Directors. 
She also donates her time to the Kiwanis club, assisting with 
fundraisers and events such as Light Up Madison; has spent 
many years on the Greenville Country Christmas committee 
and much more.

However, above all, Day serves her family. In fact, she 
is well-known for providing a warm and inviting space for 
the holidays and her grandchildren make sure to enjoy every 
moment. They often bring their friends from college to share 
in the pleasure of Day’s company and her delightful food. On 
one Thanksgiving break, Day’s granddaughter, Alex, called 
numerous times, asking permission to add “just one more” to 
the dinner table. Before the calls concluded, five very happy 
students had reservations at the Day table.

Lucile Martin Day graduated from Greenville Training School in 1947.  
(Photo courtesy of Florida State Archives)

them into a skirt to go over my swimsuit and I got a lot of 
compliments for that dress.” After the dance, the curtains 
returned to the windows and no one knew the difference.

After college, Day soon married and her family began 
to grow. It quickly became evident that the Day children 
inherited their mother’s love of learning and tenacity for 
success. When her daughter was around four years old, Day 
suggested she place her money in the bank for safe keeping. 
Her daughter was reluctant and full of questions, so Day took 
her to the bank for a visit. Day lifted her tiny little investor 
so she could peer at the teller and make her wishes known, 
which she did with pointed enthusiasm. “I’d like to speak to 
the president,” she said. The bank president at the time, Mr. 
T. P. McLeod, was happy to oblige her request and welcomed 
her into his office for a proper meeting.

He quickly discovered that he wasn’t dealing with the 
average client. Little Miss Day wanted a full run down on 
what the bank intended to do with her money and, only after 
all her questions were satisfied, did she decide to “give the 
bank a try.”

All of Day’s children have been led by the hard work 
and dedication to excellence that Day’s life has modeled 
for them. As a teacher, it was common for Day to end her 
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Retirement hasn’t changed Day much. She still reads 
regularly, travels all over the state visiting family and friends 
and works in her garden. The garden is the perfect place for 
Day to simply be herself. To say she has a green thumb is an 
understatement and the large garden just beyond her back 
door has been happy to yield its fruits to her. Peas, butter-
beans, squash, okra, watermelons and strawberries are just a 
few of the many items found in Day’s garden. 

The locals see a lot of Day’s garden, because she hap-
pily gives away much of its bounty to whoever needs it. The 
garden is the perfect metaphor for Day’s life, which has been 
full of hard work, careful tending, fertilized by love and faith 
and the ability to see and expect the best in people. Some 
have reaped lifelong blessings from her desire to see them 

succeed, while others 
have been blessed by 
unintended encoun-
ters. Such was the 
case with a young 
man many years ago, 
who sought to rob 
Day’s vehicle.

After hearing a 
commotion in her 
driveway one eve-
ning, Day charged 
out of her front door, 
armed only with her 
finger, poking like a 
gun under her shirt. 
Day held her hapless 
burglar in place with 
her fake gun while 
she preached to him 
about making good 

and bad choices and about living with consequences. When 
she was satisfied that he had heard enough, she told him to 
run on home.

Though Day recognized this young man, she never re-
vealed his identity to anyone and he has a new identity today 
because of the love and grace she offered him that night. He 
went on to become a productive citizen who still calls her 
from time to time.

Eighty-five years have been kind to Lucile. Though her 
hands have worked tirelessly for others, their smooth ap-
pearance refuses to show the slightest sign of aging, though 
she jokes that some old woman has moved in with her and 
“shows up in the mirror every day.”

If the saying that “age is only a number “ has ever been 
true, it is certainly a fact for Lucile Day, whose youthful zeal 
for life and loving others remains contagious. Entire schools 
would be blessed if they could take field trips that led them 
to her garden, though she would doubtless have them stop 
for a meal at her table first. “You’ve got to get up, make some 
breakfast and conquer the day,” she would say.

As the sun rises over each new morning, Day will contin-
ue going quietly about making a difference in the lives of the 
people she touches and, should you meet her on the road, get 
out of her way, because it is certain she has somewhere to be. Lucile busily picks peas in her garden—a place she loves to frequent. 

Lucile’s grandchildren visit often. She is pictured with her granddaughter, 
Alexandra Thompson (left).

Lucile’s garden is brimming with all sorts of 
delicious fruits and veggies. (Photo courtesy of 
Alexandra Thompson)
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Jefferson County
Solid Waste
Department

HAZARDOUS WASTE
Hazardous waste is collected at the Main Office and at some of the
collection sites.  JCSWD prefers to accept all of the following items
at the Main Office.

• Household:  cleaners, cooking fats, oils & grease, aerosol cans, ,
kerosene, photo chemicals, chemistry sets, spot removers, adhesives,
glue, resins, fluorescent tubes & bulbs
• Outside:   gasoline, Insecticides, weed killers, pesticides, fertilizer,
propane cylinders, swimming pool chemicals,
• Paints:  oil-based, latex, stains, thinners & strippers, solvents & var-
nishes, wood preservatives, hobby supplies, artists’ supplies
• Cars:  engine degreaser, brake fluid, transmission fluid, motor oil,
oil filters, batteries, antifreeze
• Batteries:  all single use and rechargeable batteries
• Electronics:  television & computer monitors, vacuums, blenders,
etc. (anything with a cord)
• Medications:  medications must be given directly to an employee at
the JCSWD main office.  Please remove the labels from bottles.  Nee-
dles and similar supplies should be placed inside of a large bleach jug
or similar and sealed securely.  Note:  Red Sharps Containers must be
taken to the Health Department.

RECYCLING
Reduce!  Reuse!  Recycle!  Recycling containers are located at all collec-
tion sites.  Help keep reusable items out of the landfill.  JCSWD collects
the following:
• Cans:  tin & aluminum (examples: food, dog & cat food, soda, beer)
• Paper goods:  newspapers, magazines & office paper
• Plastics:  soda & water bottles, milk jugs, laundry detergent bottles
• Cardboards:  cereal & food boxes, laundry detergent boxes, shipping
boxes, brown grocery bags.  Note:  Wax coated cardboard (example: meat
and produce boxes) are not accepted.
• White goods:  refrigerators, freezers, washing machines, dryers, air con-
ditioner units, (anything metal)
• Glass:  all clear, brown and green glass and jars

This program is partially funded by our recycling sales.  Unfortunately,
there is a high level of scavenging and theft of metal and aluminum cans
from our collection sites, resulting in a loss of income to the County.

In an attempt to combat this loss, we have added OFFICE PAPER to our
recycling program!  The previous office space in the warehouse has been
prepared for storage of office paper, which includes items such as copy
paper, stationary, notebook paper, envelopes, magazines, file folders, and
paper-based packaging.  The campaign will be announced in April, 2015.

TREE DEBRIS
JCSWD provides a dedicated site for residents to dispose of
tree debris.  The site is conveniently located in a central area
to county residents, just off Tyson Road at 8639 Landfill
Road.  No other items may be disposed of at this location.
Call our office for access information.

TIRES
Citizens are allowed to dispose
of only 4 tires per household
per month.  Commercial tires
are not accepted at collection
sites.  JCSWD is a registered
tire-hauler and can assist busi-
nesses with proper tire disposal.  

ADOPT-A-ROAD
This popular program encourages businesses,
civic groups, or residents to adopt a two mile
section of road to control litter, beautify and
clean roadsides, and improve the appearance
of the County road system.   

ANIMAL CONTROL
At this time, the Animal Control
program is limited to assisting
the Sheriff’s Department with
dangerous and aggressive dogs.
Stray animals are not accepted.

CODE ENFORCEMENT
A code investigation may be initiated upon a
signed complaint by a county citizen.  Our
goal is to help citizens find solutions that
will bring violations into compliance with-
out the need for formal proceedings.  

GRAPPLE SERVICE
JCSWD offers bulk grapple service
for citizens who wish to have a
large load of debris (tree or refuse)
picked-up from their home.  Each
load is $100 for county residents
paying the landfill assessment.  

CONTAINER RENTAL
JCSWD offers temporary container rentals for construction or cleaning
projects and permanent container rentals for scheduled refuse pick-up.
Sizes range from 4 yard, 6 yard and 8 yard (square) household to 20 and 30
yard (long) construction containers.   Rental rates are as low as $1 per day.   

1697 S. Jefferson
Monticello, FL  32344

(850) 342-0184
(850) 342-0185 fax

7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday – Friday
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Kingdom Fit of Madison
Kingdom Fit of Madison is a haven for community members who seek to get fit and live a
healthy lifestyle. Not only is Kingdom Fit the ideal place to challenge oneself to meet new fit-
ness goals, but it is a place where community bonding occurs and new relationships are
formed. The camaraderie which exists at Kingdom Fit is unlike any other. Here, new friends
become family. 

•kids boxing
•group fitness

•boxing fitness
•boot camp

Try our new Fit3D body scanner!

1. A 3D picture of your body: After your scan, you will have a
three-dimensional picture of yourself detailing exactly how your

body looks. You will have your very own avatar that
comes complete with all the measurements taken from
the scan. With your scan, you will be able to see what
is happening to your body.

2. 21st century before and after photos: These
photos can really show how far someone has
come in pursuit of their goals. With this scan, you
will have your own before-and-after photo, 3D style, when you complete

another scan. You will be able to overlay one on top of the other to really
see the changes that are being made. 
3. Accuracy and ease: This scanner reduces the human error of the old
way of measuring circumferences with measuring tape. The scan takes

approximately 40 seconds and measures the exact place on your body every
time you do a scan. The same way every time!

Three reasons why Fit3D can be an important part of your fitness journey:

For more information or to begin your fitness
journey, call or visit us today!

Kingdom Fit of Madison
295 SW Rutledge Street

Madison, Fla. 32340
(850) 869-9473 

•one on one training

We offer:
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health Frazier’s Fit Tips: 
The Big 5 for Beginners

Alfonso Frazier, Guest Columnist

1. Don’t bite off more than you can chew. When begin-
ning your fitness journey, you never want to set unre-
alistic goals-- with impractical expectations, you’ll fall 

off the wagon before it starts rolling. Start with 10-15 minute 
workouts, three days a week, and just get moving. Walking 
is a great place to start. While enjoying the outdoors, ponder 
on the things you value and how exercising affects those 
values. If possible, schedule your workouts for the morning. 
This will jump start your metabolism.

2. Gain stamina. Begin with simple workouts you can 
do at home to gain stamina and strengthen your core, 
such as push-ups, air squats or planks. Once your 

stamina begins to strengthen, start adding light weights and 
resistance bands to your routine. If you feel like you can han-
dle it, add five to 10 minutes to your workout.

3. Add cardio. Easy exercises to get your heart pumping 
are jumping jacks, jogging and, my personal favorite, 
boxing.

4. Nutrition makes a difference. If you want this to work, 
you’ve got to change your way of eating and, above 
all, change your way of thinking. Avoid processed 

foods and refined sugars. Eat balanced meals and control 
your portion sizes. To avoid those quick and convenient 
meals that are so easy yet so bad for you, set aside a day 
during the week for meal preparation. Stock your refrigerator 
with healthy, balanced meals for each day of the week. 

5. Remember the ‘why.’ Are you changing your lifestyle 
for yourself? Are you changing to feel better and gain 
that energy you lost? Or are you doing this for a family 

member-- to become healthy and be able to stick around for 
the important milestones in their life? Whatever your reason 
may be, remind yourself of its importance every day. Your 
‘why’ is worth it.

Alfonso Frazier is the owner of Kingdom Fit of Madison, Fla. 
A Level 1 and Level 2 Boxing Fitness instructor, he received 
his certification through Box N’ Burn Academy in Santa 
Monica, Calif., and loves using his talents to help others 
succeed physically. Frazier is happily married to his wife, De-
Shala, a registered nurse who has worked in Madison County 
for over ten years. They have five children: Sequoia, Zakyah, 
Alaysia, Alonah, AJ; and one granddaughter, Khalani. They 
have owned Kingdom Fit of Madison since the Fall of 2017. 
“A lot of people are dying prematurely because of health-re-
lated issues and some of those issues can be avoided by 
simple nutrition and exercise,” Frazier says. “I know that in 
this season of my life, this is my ministry: to meet the needs 
of people through fitness.”
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The Beat Goes On… 
Join us on our county wide campaign to prevent heart disease. 

Heart disease is the leading cause of death in the United States. There are many risk factors for 
heart disease, many of which can be controlled.  

Control your blood pressure. A major risk factor for heart disease is high blood pressure. 
Regular blood pressure checks are important, and the Florida Department of Health in Jefferson 
offers them for FREE. We also offer FREE Blood Pressure Self-Monitoring classes. For more 
information about the classes, call 850-342-0170 ext. 1230.  

Keep a healthy weight. Obesity can increase your risk of heart disease. It is linked to heart 
disease risk factors such as high cholesterol, high blood pressure, diabetes, and high 
triglyceride levels. Controlling your weight can lower the risks.  

Healthy diet. Limit consumption of foods high in sodium, saturated fats, and added sugars. 
Consume plenty of fresh fruits, vegetables, and whole grains. 

Exercise on a regular basis. Exercise has many benefits, including improving circulation, and 
strengthening your heart. Exercising can also help you maintain a healthy weight, and lower 
your blood pressure and cholesterol.  

NO Smoking. Smoking can cause high blood pressure and put you at a higher risk for heart 
disease and stroke. If you are a smoker, and need help quitting, Tobacco Free Florida offers 
free tools and services to help you get started.  Just pick the one that’s right for you and get the 
support you need.  Call Tobacco Free Florida at 1-877-U-CAN-NOW (1-877-822-6669) or visit 
tobaccofreeflorida.com/quityourway 
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Honey Lake Clinic is also neighbor to the picturesque Honey Lake Church, 
which sits on the banks of historic Honey Lake. The church is an intricately 
designed wooden building with detailed stained glass windows and a  
glorious view of the water.

Story and photos by Savannah Reams, Editor-in-Chief

Greenville, Fla. is a caution light community nestled in 
the western side of Madison County. At its center rests 

Haffye Hayes Park, where a statue of the piano wonder Ray 
Charles resides. The singer, born in Georgia, grew up in 
Florida, right across the railroad tracks in the small town of 
Greenville. The park sits across from the historic Greenville 
Baptist Church; known to many as “the church on the hill.” 
Its mighty white columns are the church’s best-known fea-
ture-- a building that has stood for over 150 years. Historic 
structures, many no longer in use, line the streets along the 
tracks, serving as relics of times gone by. Despite its size, 
Greenville is known for its rich history and fiery spirit. Above 
all, it serves as a place many call their home.

While Greenville isn’t well-known nationally, that may 
be changing in the near future. Just outside the city limits, 

beneath the forest green canopies of a winding road, resting 
on the banks of Greenville’s historic Honey Lake, you’ll find 
Honey Lake Clinic—a plantation turned into a safe haven for 
people from all walks of life. It’s fitting, really. Greenville has 
served as a home place for Madison County folks for gener-
ations. Now, the peacefulness of this unique town is being 
shared with individuals from all over the nation.  

Honey Lake Clinic began with the vision of doctors Karl 
Benzio and David Hoskins. Benzio, who, in the past, strug-
gled with his own addictions, landing himself behind bars 
at one point in his life, developed a passion for Bible-based 
mental health. 

In 2015, Celebration Church of Jacksonville purchased 
2,800 acres of beautiful land which was previously known 
as Honey Lake Plantation, an upscale resort known for its 
picturesque weddings and lavish retreats. The church began 
to use its facilities for ministry, but it was harder than they 
imagined. 

After visiting the plantation on a church retreat, Bob 
Hoskins, leader of OneHope ministry, thought the property 
would make an amazing location for a mental health facility, 
which is what his son, David Hoskins, specializes in. Togeth-
er, Benzio and Hoskins, who had also worked together for 
Lighthouse Network, Benzio’s non-profit 24/7 hotline minis-
try, purchased the land and formed Honey Lake Clinic. The 
mental health facility opened their doors in May of 2017.

Honey Lake Clinic offers bible-based psychological care 
for people who are struggling with depression, PTSD, Bipolar 
Disorder, ADHD, OCD, Anxiety Disorder, among other ill-
nesses. Their programs focus on healing the mind, body and 
spirit, with 24/7 behavioral health treatment services as well 
as refresher programs to help people recover from addictions. 
Honey Lake Clinic also serves as a place for pastors, busi-
ness owners, politicians and those in leadership positions to 
take a sabbatical for healing, prayer and refreshment. When 
it comes to refreshment, Honey Lake’s grounds are unlike 
anywhere else – the landscape is the best representation of 
North Florida’s beauty. The green landscape of the premises, 

health

Honey Lake Clinic offers equine therapy, a form of experimental therapy 
involving interactions between clients and horses with an equine therapist 
and horse specialist. 

a safe haven
Honey Lake Clinic Continued on page 26.



Summer 2019   2524  The Front Porch

Small and Large Animals Medical and Surgery

Animal Medical Clinic
Matthew C. Davis, D.V.M.
Carrie Lee Baxley, D.V.M.
William J. Cone, D.V.M.

Monday-Friday: 7:30 A.M. - 5:30 P.M.
Saturday: 8:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M.

1455 W. Washington St., Monticello, FL 32344
(850) 997-3750

After Hours/Emergencies: 850-997-3750 • Alt. Emergency: 850-222-0123

The gathering hall is a beautiful southern mansion where guests gather to 
dine and socialize, among other activities.

Honey Lake stables provide a home for the gentle equine therapy horses.

There are many beautiful southern-style buildings on the grounds of Honey Lake Clinic, which provide a tranquil environment to participate in 
therapy sessions.
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WE BUY YOUR SCRAP!

Come and see why 
we are different!

850.575.5000
1351 Aenon Church Rd.,

Tallahassee, FL 32310

850.877.6106
3720 Woodville Hwy.,   

Tallahassee, FL 32305
M - F: 7:30 am - 4:30 pm 
Sat: 8:00 am - 12:00 pm

OR

surrounded by swaying pine trees, mighty oaks and the vast, 
sparkling Honey Lake offers a serene environment for retreat. 

According to honeylake.clinic, their mental health 
program is intensive and thorough, designed to treat people 
who are distressed, caught up in a psychological struggle, or 
battling to function in a way that they want to. Individualized 
treatment, experienced staff and a soothing environment 
assists people in regaining control of their mind and peace. 
Equine therapy – a form of experimental therapy involving 
interactions between clients and horses with an equine 
therapist and horse specialist – is offered in addition to other 
forms of treatment. Horses are gentle creatures and, accord-
ing to Honey Lake professionals, working with these majes-
tic animals can teach lessons about respect, empathy and 
communication.

This editor grew up in Greenville, where my father 
would ride me along its narrow roads and dirt paths in the 
seat of a pick-up truck. The sound of whippoorwills, hoot 
owls and singing crickets served as a lullaby and, before 
long, I would fall asleep. That same sweet comfort that 
comes from being at home, safe in the arms of your protector 
is perhaps the best form of healing known to man. I’m happy 
that people from all over the country are finding that same 
peace in my very own hometown, where they are not only 
experiencing the serenity that comes from being in nature, 
but the kind of everlasting calmness that can only come from 
the arms of a Heavenly Father. 

CCaapprrii  LLoouunnggee
Package Store

2465 N. Jefferson St.
Monticello, FL

850-997-5712
Bingo Mondays at 6:30 p.m.
8 Ball Wednesdays at 8 p.m.

Darts Thursdays at 7 p.m.

Live Entertainment Friday & Saturday Nights!

Guests can choose to stay in the lodges on grounds if they prefer serene, 
private living quarters. Two Sisters...

New Beginnings
Sandra Hood - Owner
Kathi Hayes - Partner

Repurposed Furniture,
Antiques, Collectables, Gift

Items, and much more.
170 N. Jefferson Street
Monticello, FL 32344

850-997-2550

Email: allthingsold@yahoo.com
Facebook: TwoSistersMonticello
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NOW HIRING FOR VARIOUS
POSITIONS IN THE AREA!

Adult and Child Care Managers (Madison, Monticello, Perry) 
At minimum a bachelor’s degree in related field with 1 year of full-time professional
experience providing services to clients experiencing severe emotional disturbance. 
Provides case management services.
Valid driver’s license.

Support Coordinator (Madison)
At minimum a bachelor’s Degree in related field. 
Ability to manage a large caseload.
Valid driver’s license.

Behavioral Health Technician (Madison and Perry)
Bachelor’s Degree.
Valid driver’s license

Mental Health Assistant (Madison)
High School Diploma or equivalent.
Valid driver’s license.

Great benefits to include health, dental, paid leave, and more!  
Please visit www.apalacheecenter.org to apply. Call Stephanie at 850-523-3212 with any questions. 

   SSeerrvviinngg  MMaaddiissoonn,,  SSoouutthh
GGeeoorrggiiaa,,  PPeerrrryy,,  LLiivvee  OOaakk,,
MMoonnttiicceelllloo  aanndd  TTaallllaahhaasssseeee..  

60-bed Skilled Nursing Facility 

Private and Semi-Private rooms

Homelike atmosphere 

Wi-Fi for wireless access 

Cable TV 

Salon Services 

Designated outdoor smoking area 
Courtyard with gazebo & gardening

area 

Fishing pond with dock 

Menu selection for meals 

Daily individual & group activities
indoor, outdoor & off-campus

Courtesy transportation to & from
medically necessary appointments 

Elegant Dining 

Chaplin & worship services 

2481 West US Hwy. 90 
Madison, Fla. 32340 

(850) 973-4880 
www.madisonhealthandrehab.com

Madison Health and Rehabilitation Center is a 60-bed skilled nursing facility with
private and semi-private rooms. We are centrally located in the heart of Madison County
and have provided quality care since 1985. Our dedicated teams of highly trained
professionals focus solely on the needs of our residents. Each resident at our facility
receives a well-defined individualized plan of care that caters to their needs. Short term
or long term, our well trained therapists are here to assist the residents in achieving their
goals. Our facility also offers outpatient therapy. The residents may enjoy visiting the
beauty salon, spending the day fishing at our pond, relaxing at the gazebo in the
beautiful, enclosed courtyard and much more. With quality care in a friendly and safe
environment, our residents are able to enjoy themselves, while receiving the care they
need.

Quality Focused Care, One Resident at a Time!

Close to family & Friends 

Physician visits as needed 

Nursing: RN, LPN, CNA's 

Staffed above requirements with
warm, friendly staff 

Plan of care meeting within 72 hours
with resident and family (includes

discharge planning) 

Registered Therapist for evaluation &
treatments 

Restorative Nursing Program 

Wound Prevention Precautions 

Podiatry & mental health services
provided on-site 

Resident council 

Medicaid application assistance
Personal provider of choice
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ABOUT THE GROUPS

You will get the support you 
need to successfully breas�eed 
your baby, save money, lose 
weight, and sleep be�er! And, 
more importantly, breas�ed 
babies have

•  Higher IQs and be�er 
    brain growth

•  Less spit-up because 
    breastmilk is made perfectly 
    for their stomachs

•  Less colic, cons�pa�on, 
    vomi�ng, and diarrhea 

•  Lower risks of childhood 
    leukemia, SIDS, eczema, 
    and asthma

•  Fewer colds and infec�ons

TIME AND LOCATION

           
        

      
      

Mondays
11:00 am
Jefferson County
Department of Health
WIC office
1225 W Washington St
Mon�cello, FL 32344

Thursdays
11:00 am
Madison County
Department of Health
WIC office
218 SW Third Ave
Madison, FL 32340

pp  
“If a new mom has any problems, 

Healthy Start will get them 
              what they need.”  – Donna H.

“My lacta�on consultant 
made sure I was ready.  

Thank you again!” 
– Angelina C.

All breastfeeding moms and pregnant women planning to breastfeed 
are welcome and encouraged to participate in the support group!
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weight, and sleep be�er! And, 
more importantly, breas�ed 
babies have

•  Higher IQs and be�er 
    brain growth

•  Less spit-up because 
    breastmilk is made perfectly 
    for their stomachs

•  Less colic, cons�pa�on, 
    vomi�ng, and diarrhea 

•  Lower risks of childhood 
    leukemia, SIDS, eczema, 
    and asthma

•  Fewer colds and infec�ons

TIME AND LOCATION

For more informa�on or if you are interested in a�ending a class,
please contact our Healthy Start team at:  

Madison County Health Department: (850) 973-5000 or
Jefferson County Health Department:  (850) 342-0170

Mondays
11:00 am
Jefferson County
Department of Health
WIC office
1225 W Washington St
Mon�cello, FL 32344

Thursdays
11:00 am
Madison County
Department of Health
WIC office
218 SW Third Ave
Madison, FL 32340
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Healthy Start will get them 

              what they need.”  – Donna H.

“My lacta�on consultant 
made sure I was ready.  

Thank you again!” 
– Angelina C.

All breastfeeding moms and pregnant women planning to breastfeed 
are welcome and encouraged to participate in the support group!
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•  Less spit-up because 
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    for their stomachs
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    vomi�ng, and diarrhea 

•  Lower risks of childhood 
    leukemia, SIDS, eczema, 
    and asthma

•  Fewer colds and infec�ons

TIME AND LOCATION

For more informa�on or if you are interested in a�ending a class,
please contact our Healthy Start team at:  

Madison County Health Department: (850) 973-5000 or
Jefferson County Health Department:  (850) 342-0170

Mondays
11:00 am
Jefferson County
Department of Health
WIC office
1225 W Washington St
Mon�cello, FL 32344

Thursdays
11:00 am
Madison County
Department of Health
WIC office
218 SW Third Ave
Madison, FL 32340



Summer 2019   2928  The Front Porch

Meaningful
SeniorLiving

in Peaceful North Florida

1-800-647-3353 • acvillage.net

You have to see it to believe it!
Schedule a personal tour:
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Story by Savannah Reams, Editor-in-Chief
Photos by Savannah Reams and Shane Mathews Photography

Amidst the grassy fields painted richly green and the wind-
ing scenic routes of the Madison County countryside, sits 

Serenity Acres Farm, a homestead with a huge mission: goats. 
These goats are special. Their milk is used to make some of the 
purest, gentlest and freshest soaps and skin creams around. Af-
ter hearing rumors that nationally-recognized skin care products 

were being produced at a goat farm in my very own county, 
I set out to see what all the fuss was about. Serenity Acres is 

located in the rural community of Pinetta, a historic small 
settlement just north of Madison. Despite their discreet 
location, Serenity Acres is making a name for themselves 
across the United States and I was determined to figure out 
why.

A minute on Google will quickly reveal that Seren-
ity Acres Farm is well-known for their goats; how well 
they treat their beloved animals; and the high-quality, 
chemical free products they produce—cruelty-free. In 
fact, their farm is Certified Animal Welfare Approved by 

AGW, an independent, non-profit farm certification pro-
gram which “has the most rigorous standards for farm animal 
welfare and environmental sustainability across the globe.”

Armed with this information, I eagerly journeyed to 
Pinetta to explore the farm that’s been making a formidable 
name for itself. When I arrived, owner, Julia Shewchuk, and 
the family dog, Boo, greeted me at the gate and I followed 
them as we headed towards the farm. As I exited my vehi-

cle, at least five fully-grown Great Pyrenees surrounded me, 
pushing past each other to give me tons of love and affec-

tion. “Guard dogs,” according to Julia. While they may 
be ferocious at night, in broad daylight they were my 

buddies. 
Upon arriving, it was evident Julia and 

Wayne Shewchuk take pride in their farm—a 
dream turned reality many years ago. Their 
goats are milked once a day and, with this 
milk, Serenity Acres produces the finest 
skin care commodities in North Florida. 
The Shewchuk family believes that happy 
soap comes from happy goats, and their 
goats are truly happy among the rolling 
grassy hills of the farm, where they live 
out their entire lives in peace, without 
facing slaughter.

Julia Shewchuk, owner of Serenity Acres 
Farm, stands with Cassie (left) and Cookie 
(right), mother and daughter Nubian goats 
who love being the center of attention.

gaining national recognition from 
the heart of North Florida
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We began to explore the property together and Julia 
explained how her passion began. The Shewchuks moved 
to Pinetta to get away from the city life; to settle down and 
start a small homestead. The couple refurbished an old 
cabin, modernizing the inside and preserving the original 
structure and features on the outside. As part of their wish for 
a healthy, all-natural lifestyle, and due to Wayne’s lactose in-
tolerance, the family sought out alternatives to dairy products 
made from cow’s milk. After researching, they discovered the 
amazing health benefits of goat’s milk. 

Only about two percent of goat’s milk is curd (fat glob-
ules that, in excess, can become difficult to digest), however, 
10 percent of cow’s milk is curd, therefore proving irritable 
during digestion. Goat’s milk also contains less lactose than 
cow’s milk and, for those with a slight lactose intolerance, it 
can be a reasonable option.

Julia informed me that cow’s milk contains A1 casein, a 
protein found in cow’s milk, to which many are sensitive. It 
can cause allergic reactions, ranging from abdominal cramp-
ing, to hives and a runny nose. It is extremely inflammatory 
and can cause gastrointestinal issues, acne and eczema. 
However, goat’s milk only contains A2 casein, making it 
extremely similar to human breast milk. Goat’s milk is less 
allergenic and is actually anti-inflammatory, due to the high 
levels of vitamin A, which improve skin health.

With all this in mind, Julia and Wayne added a few milk-
ing goats to their family. Then, what started as a few, began to 
grow. Today, the Shewchuks own over 54 happy and spunky 
goats. The goats roam freely on the farm and are well tak-
en care of. They are only milked once a day, however, they 
produce a lot of milk. In fact, years ago, as the farm began to 
expand, the Shewchuks began to have more milk than they 
knew what to do with. Julia considered all the health benefits 
of goat’s milk, including its anti-inflammatory properties and 

Continued on page 32.

At this station, goats are milked once a day, in the morning time, during 
peak production.

After production, soaps are organized by scent and kept in a cool, dry  
environment before they are packaged.

Serenity Acres lip balm is made from all natural ingredients, including bees-
wax and mango butter. (Photo courtesy of Shane Mathews Photography)
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how it improved skin. It was at this time that Serenity Skin-
care was born and Julia began making soaps and creams that 
provide the ultimate nourishment for the body.

Today, Serenity Acres Farm produces 15 different bars of 
soap; five different body creams; six different body scrubs; 
a shaving soap; deet-free insect spray made from essential 
oils; lip balm; and their newest endeavor, Goat’s Milk Bath, 
shredded goat’s milk soap that melts into bath water and 
gives one’s skin a velvety finish. 

Serenity Skin Care products are gaining recognition 
across the United States and, in 2016, they were recipients 
of the 2016 Bronze Stevie Award for Startup of the Year, by 
the International Business Awards. Their products are sold in 
stores in Washington, Idaho, North Dakota, Ohio, Kansas, 
New York, Pennsylvania, Georgia and Florida.

After our visit, Julia sent me on my way with my very 
own lavender-scented soap and body cream and, after a few 
uses, I discovered what all the fuss was about. My skin felt 
soft and supple after every use and, unlike other lotions and 
skincare products, it didn’t feel dry hours later. The nutrients 
from the goat’s milk enriched my skin. In addition, all of the 
bad ingredients found in typical skincare products, such as 
preservatives, alcohols, drying agents, chemical dyes and 
sodium laurel sulfates, are left out. The Shewchuks only use 
plant and herb-based ingredients like oats, clays, honey, 
essential oils and phylate-free and paraben-free fragrance oils 
in their products. 

All cosmetic benefits aside, I truly enjoyed spending time 
with Julia and exploring the farm. The goats are loving and 
tender, not afraid to approach someone, with the hope they 
will receive a pat on the head or a scratch on the back-- it is 
evident their caregivers provide them with plenty of love. In 

Adier Kwai, intern from San Diego, pictured on the left, enjoys helping Julia 
Shewchuk around the farm. 

The goats at Serenity Acres Farm live peaceful, happy lives and are well 
cared for. (Photo courtesy of Shane Mathews Photography)

This little fella, an hour old, is already feeling the love at Serentiy Acres.

Continued on page 34.
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Serenity Skincare body creams rejuvenate the skin with the important vitamins found in goat’s milk. 

 Interns from all over the world visit Serenity Acres Farm to become educated on agriculture and farming and gain hands-on experience. Pictured, from left to 
right, are: Alfonso Herrera, from Colombia; Estefania Kierzemblat, from Costa Rica; and Sebastian Camargo, from Nicaragua.
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(Photo courtesy of Shane 
Mathews Photography)

fact, some of the people who work closely with the animals 
are interns. 

While Julia showed me around, I was able to meet the 
young people who were staying on the farm as part of the 
Serenity Acres internship program. Youth from all over the 
world travel to the farm to take part in this internship, which 
involves working with the animals and learning how to run 
a farm and dairy. In exchange, they are offered food and 
lodging. Serenity Acres provides interns with a fully-furnished 
community house with bathrooms, a laundry facility and 
wireless internet. Community-style dinners gather everyone 
together and all take a turn cooking throughout the week. 
The positive relationships these interns build are like no oth-
er. Young adults who are interested in farming, veterinarian 
practices or those who simply want to take a sabbatical be-
fore college find a temporary home at Serenity Acres, gaining 
experiences that will last them a lifetime. 

What I found truly extraordinary about my experience 
was that it took place right here in North Florida. Our area, 
consisting of small rural counties, quaint little towns and 
forests filled with tall slender pine trees, is oftentimes un-
derestimated and under appreciated. The heart of North 
Florida beats strong and, from its ground, grows innovative 
entrepreneurs, headstrong business men and women, poets, 
musicians, farmers and artists who have achieved what they 
have, not in spite of, but because of these stomping grounds. 
Serenity Acres Farm is only one of many amazing aspects of 

the place we call home. May we 
continue to seek out this special 
magnificence and teach our chil-
dren that their home is a place 
to be proud of, not a place from 
which to escape. 
 
To learn more about Serenity 
Acres Farm or book a tour to  
find out for yourself, visit  
www.serenitygoats.com.

(Photo courtesy of Shane Mathews Photography)

Serenity Skincare soaps are beautifully packaged and each scent comes 
complete with a personalized goat biography from a member of the Serenity 
Acres family. (Photo courtesy of Shane Mathews Photography)

This map pinpoints the many locations from which interns have traveled to 
visit and learn at Serenity Acres Farm. (Photo courtesy of Shane Mathews 
Photography)



Summer 2019   3534  The Front Porch

valleyirrigation.com
NA1021

Connected
Shared Intelligence  
for Informed  
Decision-Making

Intelligent
Integrated Analytics  
for Maximized  
Performance

Innovative
Advanced 
Solutions for  
Crop Management

VALLEY IS… 
SMART  
IRRIGATION.

We invest in technology because we’re invested in our growers. 
We are devoted to innovation, passionate about sustainability and 
relentless in our pursuit of precision agriculture to help make your 
life easier. At Valley, we’re moving forward, together.

Tri-County Irrigation, Inc.
10022 US 129• Live Oak, FL 32060

irrigation@windstream.net
tricountyirrigationinc.com (386) 362-6066
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Story and photos by Savannah Reams, Editor-in-Chief

There’s nothing sweet and southern like a jar of tupelo 
honey, fresh off the farm. Honey is only as good as the 

nectar plants from which the bees graze, and the southeast-
ern tupelo plant is the finest there is for making that sweet 
sticky stuff Van Morrison sings about. Hailing from the town 
of Monticello, in Jefferson County, Fl., are Tony and Becky 
Hogg, owners of Full Moon Farm. Rest assured, the Hogg 
family knows honey. In fact, they’ve been in the beekeeping 
business for approximately 17 years, with no plans to stop 
anytime soon. 

Full Moon Farm began when Tony and Becky were 
seeking a way to help their daughter overcome her fear of 
insects. With that notion, the Hoggs began beekeeping. What 
started as a hobby became a lifestyle for the family. Today, 
Full Moon Farm produces honey, beeswax candles, natural 
skincare products and provides pollination services for area 
farmers.

Their products are sold at places such as New Leaf 

Becky Hogg makes all sorts of gifts, including homemade soaps and candles, for the Full Moon Farm shop located in Tupelo’s Bakery in Monticello, Fla.

Market, Native Nursery and Liberty Bar, in Tallahassee; The 
Country Store, in Madison; Tupelo’s Bakery and the Jefferson 
Farmer’s Market, in Monticello. Recently, Full Moon part-
nered with Florida State University and now supplies all of 
their restaurants with farm-fresh honey. In fact, the honey 
Full Moon produces is some of the best-tasting around. They 
offer an assortment of honeys, such as tupelo and orange 
blossom, both known for their mild flavor. The taste of the 
honey depends on the nectar plants the bees pollinate, and 
its quality depends on several environmental factors, such as 
the amount of moisture in the air and the geographical re-
gion in which it’s produced. Luckily, the southeast, especially 
Florida, is a prime location for tasty honey.

Despite the recent success of Full Moon Farm, Tony 
Hogg stresses the importance of finding solutions to keeping 
bees alive and healthy. In fact, beekeepers are struggling to 
maintain bee populations and hives are quickly vanishing. 
“Nationally, last year beekeepers lost 44.5 percent of their 
hives and this year, in Florida, we’re looking at a fifty percent 
loss,” said Hogg. The biggest problem is that there is still 
much beekeepers don’t know about this phenomenon. 

Five years ago, Hogg joined with many other Florida 
beekeepers, in an effort to generate more research towards 
the health of bee populations. Their goal was to obtain fund-

agriculture

Continued on page 38.

Full Moon Farm:
Jefferson County sweet spot
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Tony and Becky Hogg have owned and operated Full Moon Farm for close 
to 17 years. Since its start up, Full Moon Farm has expanded immensely, 
recently contracting with Florida State University to supply the college’s food 
establishments with honey.

ing to improve the honey bee research lab at the University 
of Florida. The first year the beekeepers association went to 
the legislature, 2.5 million was appropriated toward their 
efforts, but the legislation was vetoed. The second year, 2.5 
million was, again, set aside for their cause, and the governor 
vetoed it once more. The third year, 2 million was appropriat-
ed and, finally, it passed. In addition to the government fund-
ing of their project, the association raised 2.7 million through 
fundraising efforts. This money went towards building a 
brand new honey bee research facility at the University of 
Florida, which, in August of 2018, held its grand opening in 
Gainesville. Thanks to the efforts of Hogg and other beekeep-
ers throughout the state, careful research of this mysterious 
creature can begin to take place and, perhaps, in the near 
future, we will begin to see a resurgence of honeybees in our 
state and, subsequently, throughout the country. 

To learn more about beekeeping, its agricultural importance, 
or to simply try a sample of the finest honey in North Florida, 
visit fullmoonhoney.com or stop by one of the many  
locations that offer Full Moon products, such as Tupelo’s  
Bakery in Monticello, home of the Full Moon Farm shop.

Ben Jones - Broker
145 NW Cantey Ave. • Madison, Fla. 32340

Phone: (850) 973-2200 • Cell: (850) 673-7888
Fax: (850) 973-2687

www.mossyoakproperties.com
benj@mossyoakproperties.com

Each Mossy Oak Properties Office 
Is Independently Owned & Operated

FFrreesshh  SSeeaaffoooodd  
HHaanndd  CCuutt  AAggeedd  AAnngguuss  SStteeaakkss

FFaarrmm  FFrreesshh  VVeeggeettaabblleess  aanndd  SSaallaaddss
IIttaalliiaann,,  GGrreeeekk,,  aanndd  SSoouutthheerrnn  CCuuiissiinnee

EEnnjjooyy  yyoouurr  ffaavvoorriittee  bbeevveerraaggee  iinn  oouurr  OOyysstteerr  BBaarr

HHaappppyy  HHoouurr  MMoonnddaayy  tthhrruu  SSaattuurrddaayy  44  ttoo  77  p.m.
wwiitthh  DDrriinnkk  SSppeecciiaallss  aanndd  FFrreeee  HHoorrss  dd’’ooeeuurrvvrreess    

“Downtown on The Bricks”
217 South Broad Street • Thomasville, GA 31792

229-226-5153 • www.thomasvilleplaza.com

GEORGIA’S OLDEST RESTAURANT 
Proudly serving South Georgia and  surrounding area since 1916

Come and enjoy one of our private dining rooms or outdoor patio

Daily lunch buffet 11:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
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The Full Moon Farm gift shop also 
provides items from other local 
farmers and vendors, such as  
homemade goats milk soaps and 
creams from Serenity Acres Farm  
in Pinetta, Fla.

30-50,000 bees reside in each 
beehive box at Full Moon Farm. They 
collect nectar from flowering plants, 
storing it in their honey stomach. 
When their stomach is full, they 
regurgitate the nectar, passing it from 
bee to bee, until it gradually turns 
to honey. The bees then store it in 
honeycomb cells, sealing each cell 
with wax covering. (photo courtesy 
of Full Moon Farm)
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government

Story and photos by Savannah Reams, 
Editor-in-Chief

Composer Stephen Foster’s lyrics 
have chimed throughout our nation 

for many years, enticing Americans to 
visit the famed Suwannee River, “far, far 
away.” Suwannee County, home of the 
romanticized river, is, in fact, rich with 
history and pride and, today, ripe with 
opportunity.  

Suwannee County has become a 
beacon for travelers entering the State 
of Florida and tourism has certainly 
boomed in the region. The Spirit of the 
Suwannee Music Park, which sits direct-
ly on the water’s edge, attracts millions 
of tourists every year. In fact, the park 
frequently hosts some of the biggest 
names in music, throwing annual music 
festivals such as the Suwannee River 
Jam and the Wanee Festival. Other 
venues, such as Ellie Ray’s RV Park, in 
Branford, also bring visitors to the banks 
of the Suwannee, where boating and 
swimming are favored. At Ellie Ray’s 
tourists and locals, alike, enjoy indoor 
and outdoor seating, a full-service bar 

The historic mansion at Heritage Park and Gardens was donated to the City of Live Oak by the Crapps 
family—children of the former owner of First National Bank.

Mayor Frank Davis proudly displays the concept art for the Heritage Square master plan. The same plan 
won the President’s Award at the 2018 Florida Redevelopment Awards.

and many enjoyable concerts through-
out the year—all on the winding, 
historic Suwannee. 

However, not as often advertised, 
is a unique development nestled in 

the heart of Suwannee County’s largest 
city, Live Oak, which serves as a beauti-
ful space for community bonding, phys-
ical fitness and special events. Heritage 
Park and Gardens was donated to the 
City of Live Oak by the Crapps family. 
The land, and mansion which sits on its 
premises, was home to Porter Claude 
Crapps, Jr., his wife and eight children. 
The mansion was originally built by T. 
T. Scott, a local timber man who owned 
one of the last large sawmills in Suwan-
nee County. He also owned the First 
National Bank in Live Oak. In 1951, he 
sold the property to the Crapps fam-
ily, who had moved to the area after 
retiring from the timber business. Part of 
the deal included the purchase of First 
National Bank, and consequently, Mr. 
Crapps became a banker and investor.

The land spans several miles within 
Live Oak. Its western end includes 
a disc golf course, a children’s play-
ground, a beautiful walking trail and 
plenty of room for recreational activi-
ties. The eastern portion, which includes 
the mansion, gardens, gazebo and a 
lovely, outdoor pergola, is reserved for 
events and weddings and provides a 
lovely space for any celebration. 

Most exciting, is Heritage Park and 
Gardens will soon be connected, by the 
newly-installed Heritage Trail, to Heri-
tage Square, a downtown entertainment 
district that will provide an interesting 
hot spot for locals and tourists to fre-

LIVE OAK’S HERITAGE 
brings folks together
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Tommy Surles Insurance Agency, Inc.
Tommy Surles, Agent

250 South Jefferson Street
Monticello, FL 32344

Like a Good Neighbor,
State Farm Is There

tommy.surles.bw9i@statefarm.com

CALL OR VISIT ME TODAY
850-997-8282

www.madison�.org 
Come grow with us! 

Serving all of Madison County 
FIND US ON FACEBOOK! 
I Love Madison County Florida 

Madison County (FL) Chamber of Commerce & Tourism 
Down Home Days  -  Madison, FL 

Visit Madison County, Florida 

182 NW College Loop Madison, Florida | (850) 973-2788 

www.visitmadison�.com 
Our Attraction is Only Natural! 

Heritage Trail is the newest addition to Live Oak’s downtown Heritage  
locations. This pathway will connect Heritage Park and Gardens with  
Heritage Square.

quent. In fact, the City of Live Oak won the President’s Award 
at the 2018 Florida Redevelopment Awards for the Heritage 
Square master plan—and ground has not yet been broken. 

According to the city, the hub will provide a brand new 
downtown experience for residents and visitors alike, as 
well as become a focal point in the ongoing connectivity 
effort with the Live Oak Heritage Trail. The city states in their 
master plan that their vision is to offer restaurant and enter-
tainment venues, while simultaneously honoring the city’s 
heritage with the focal points of the original City Hall, the 
Dowling House and the passenger and train depots. Essen-
tially, visitors and locals will be able to leisurely stroll Her-
itage Square, enjoy delicious cuisines, experience musical 
entertainment and explore.

“The vision for Heritage Square is to develop an area that 
revitalizes downtown Live Oak while preserving the histori-
cal significance of the area,” says Frank Davis, Mayor of Live 
Oak. “One’s visit to our city will be enhanced as Heritage 
Square will offer a special and entertaining experience.”

While the city owns the donated land which houses 
the Heritage locations, a community volunteer group called 
Friends of the Park works hard to promote, maintain and 

Continued on page 42.
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Do you have information about criminal activity or 
a wanted fugitive? You can contact Crime Stoppers 
to provide information to the authorities. You may 
be eligible for a cash reward of $500 to $5,000 
if your tip leads to a felony arrest. All interactions 
with Crime Stoppers are anonymous at all times.

HOW TO SUBMIT A TIP

SUBMIT A TIP 24/7
CALL: 

1-850-574-TIPS
(8477)

USE THE APP:
GO ONLINE:

www.bbcsi.orgor or

PD BY CSTF

Do you have information about criminal activity or a
wanted fugitive? You can contact Crime Stoppers to
provide information. You may be eligible for a cash
reward of $500 to $5,000 if your tip leads to a felony
arrest. All interactions with Crime Stoppers are
anonymous at all times. 

develop the area. “Heritage Park has added new playground 
equipment and sports facilities which have caused an in-
creased use of the park,” said Ronnie Poole, Friends of the 
Park representative. “We are excited about the new pavilion 
being constructed and other improvements coming. When 
completed, Heritage Square will be connected to Heritage 
Park by the recently added Heritage Trail. We’re grateful for 
the support of the entire community.”

It’s safe to say Live Oak has big plans for the future. The 
charming, southern, Suwannee County town is simply one 
more example of the unique, resilient and beautiful spirit of 
North Florida. While considered “home where the old folks 
stay” in Foster’s ballad, it is evident the area will continue to 
see new changes, new faces and new reasons to be proud of 
a remarkable heritage.

The gazebo at Heritage Gardens is a lovely addition to the pleasing  
appearance of the premises.

Heritage Square will provide a brand new downtown experience  
for residents and visitors. Created by  
Kimley-Horn: Planning and Design Engineering Consultants

The pergola at Heritage Gardens is discreetly nestled among beautiful  
greenery and landscaping—the perfect location for an outdoor wedding. 
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140 SW Range St. • Madison, Fla. 32340

((885500))  997733--22662222
MMoonnddaayy  --  FFrriiddaayy  
1100  aa..mm..  --  55  pp..mm..

SSaattuurrddaayy
1100  aa..mm..  --  22  pp..mm..

((885500))  997733--22555522
MMoonnddaayy  --  FFrriiddaayy  

77::3300  aa..mm..  --  44  pp..mm..
SSaattuurrddaayy

1100  aa..mm..  --  22  pp..mm..
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186 SW Range Ave.
Madison, Fla. 32340

(850) 973-2221
www.YourMainStreetRealty.com

Whether you are looking to buy or sell real estate in the North Florida area,
let one of our hometown experts show you the way. 

We promise to provide you with the highest level of service, honesty and integrity.
Stop by and let us prepare a market analysis of your home at no charge!

studstills@embarqmail.com

SSTTUUDDSSTTIILLLL  LLUUMMBBEERR  && HHOOMMEE  CCEENNTTEERR
HHaarrddwwaarree LLaawwnn  &&  GGaarrddeenn GGiiffttss

Your hometown 
home improvement and garden center

Serving you in two locations

Perry
209 W. Green St.
Perry, Fla. 32347

Phone (850)584-5515

Madison 
702 S. Duval Ave.

Madison, Fla. 32340
Phone (850)973-6106
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FFllaattwwooooddss  CCaafféé
10076 South Salt Rd.

Lamont, FL 32336
850-997-1979

FAMILY OWNED • WOODFIRED PIZZA • CLOSED MONDAY

SAVE ON STYLISH LOOKS FOR EVERY ROOM

Invite a Budget Blinds Style Consultant to show you how to transform your rooms with custom window coverings.

*Applies to selected Signature Series® window treatments by Budget Blinds.® Some restrictions may apply. Ask for details. At participating franchises only. Not valid with any other offers, discounts or coupons. Valid for a limited time only. Offer good at initial time of estimate only. 
©2016 Budget Blinds, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Budget Blinds is a trademark of Budget Blinds, LLC. and a Home Franchise Concepts Brand. Each franchise independently owned and operated. Franchise opportunities available.

Schedule your FREE Consultation today!

<000.000.0000> // BudgetBlinds.com

<XXX OFF*> 
<Local Offer>

Budget Blinds offers a wide variety 
of energy-saving window treatments

Call us at 850-668-4835
www.budgetblinds.com/tallahassee

Schedule your FREE initial 
in-home consultation today
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history

Story and photos by John Willoughby, Staff Writer

For decades, Taylor County has been on the map for its 
extraordinary fishing and hunting excursions. The annual 

Florida Forest Festival in October has drawn visitors year after 
year and high school football stars have gone on to make a 
name for themselves and their home, such as three-time Su-

per Bowl champion, LeGarrette Blount; and Moral Stephens, 
a 2014 high school graduate who recently stepped from Flor-
ida Gator turf to the stomping grounds of the Buffalo Bills.

Nicknamed the Pine Tree Capital of the South, Taylor 
County flourishes under the county seat of Perry, the only 
incorporated city in the county. With over 22,000 proud 
residents spanning from Eridu’s small country store on 
Highway 19, to the southern Steinhatchee River, stories of 
Taylor County’s past have long been carried from generation 
to generation, preserving the memory of the county’s humble 
and steady growth, deep within their minds.

The Taylor County Historical Society has preserved well 
the memories that surround the rich history of Taylor, and 
specifically, what’s left of the memory of the Hotel Hamp-
ton Springs. In fact, the Society and its building of use also 
carries rich history. Founded in 1971, the Taylor County 
Historical Society operates within the old First National Bank 
building at the corner of Main Street and Green Street, in 
Perry, Fla., a bank which was opened around the beginning 
of the hotel, which is rumored to have been visited by United 
States President Theodore Roosevelt and the original Scar-
face, Al Capone.

The two-story building, accented by four tall columns, 
served as the first offices for former Governor Claude Pepper 
and the first County Health Department within the state of 
Florida, before becoming the subject of possible demolition. 
Luckily, the building was saved and Alton H. Wentworth 
birthed the Taylor County Historical Society in 1971, provid-
ing stories for the curious.

One story of such can be traced back to the 19th and 
20th centuries when travel by train was the norm. Taylor 
County became its own county in 1856, independent from 
Madison County. Shortly after, Rocky Creek Mineral Springs 
was bought in 1857 by Joseph and Benjamin Hampton. The 
economy and the ongoing rampage of the Civil War, howev-
er, prevented development until 1898, when a 60-room hotel 
was built; the official beginning of what was known as the 
world-famous Hotel Hampton Springs.

The Live Oak, Perry and Gulf Railroad had tracks run-
ning east and west near the hotel, however, with a railway 
extension from South Georgia brought by Georgia’s James 
W. Oglesby sometime between 1908 and 1915, the business 
and property offerings expanded. 

Nestled along Spring Creek, just miles west of Perry, sat 
a two-story building among the tall pines in the early 1910s, 
accented by palm trees along its entrance after the first 
building was remodeled, becoming the front entrance of new 
construction after Oglesby bought controlling interest.  
With a beautiful veranda, the hotel front was welcoming, 
decorated with lush landscaping and wide green lawns. Or-
namental pools reflected the tall walls as exotic fish scuttled 
their way through the waters. Thanks to Oglesby, the ever-im-
pressive Hotel Hampton Springs thrived well on nearly 80 
acres and became the topic of discussion in the southeast.

Throughout the first years of its operation, the hotel 
grew into a booming resort with an additional 20-room 
annex and a beautiful golf course, as well as a casino, grand 
ballroom and other attractions that brought in tourism from 
all over. Adding to its value for guests, part ownership in the 

The fountain that once graced the entrance of Hotel Hampton Springs over 
a century ago now stands, operating within Rosehead Park in Perry’s historic 
downtown district. The fountain was donated to the Taylor County Historical 
society by a Tallahassee family who acquired the relic years ago.

A history of the South’s finest hotel

Something in
the Water
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The Only Local Pet
Crematory

Cremation with care,
compassion, and dignity.

The Only Local Pet
Crematory

Cremation with care,
compassion, and dignity.

WWW.MCLANECARES.COM

(229) 244-0007

2212 N. Patterson St.
Valdosta, GA 31602

      

        
 

       
   

      

        
 

Serving breakfast & lunch Monday thru Saturday 
Dinner Friday night! 

244 SW Range Ave. Madison, Fla. 32340
www.GrumpysDinerMadison.com

Cuz you’re
GRUMPY

when you’re
HUNGRY!

(850) 973-2802

Where Hotel Hampton Springs once stood is now flatland in the shadows of 
pine trees and live oaks that have since sprouted since its demise in 1954. 
Now open to the public, the Hampton Springs Park is where people can see 
very little ruins of the luxurious establishment, including the pool and foot 
bath that was known for the water’s claimed-healing power.

properties was offered through an exclusive invitation. The 
restricted Hampton Springs Club offered club members a 20 
percent discount on their local stay, and free use of specific 
recreational activities which could be found on site, such as 
the swimming pool or a concrete tennis court.

Simultaneously, through 10 train stops per day at Hotel 
Hampton Springs, the number of visitors increased exponen-
tially, “not on a whim, but with a prescription,” as described 
by state historian Josh Goodman.

Richard Connell
CEO & Director of Operations

Mobile: (850) 545-2358
Email: richard.connell@gfastair.com
Website: www. gfastair.com

Continued on page 48.
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In a dated brochure provided by the luxurious institution 
in its glory days, it was detailed that the recreational water 
available to guests in the hotel’s bathhouse was believed to 
contain a blend of magnesia, carbonate, potassium chloride, 
oxide of iron, sodium chloride and the sulfates of calcium 
and magnesia. And while it wasn’t claimed to be a cure-all 
substance, guests believed it to be a powerful, medicinal 
treatment, hence the arrangement to have water shipped to 
their homes on a regular basis.

The water was marketed with the proper authority of 
physicians, some of which were members of the establish-
ment’s club who would send their patients to the resort for 
treatment for kidney and bladder disorders, nervousness, 
rheumatism and other gastrointestinal ailments.

As the freshly-minted City of Perry was growing, it was 
no longer necessary to go to the Hampton Springs Hotel for 
a lavish evening. The remaining mineral springs resorts had 
begun falling apart toward the beginning of the 1920s and 
doctors abandoned the ideology that the sulfur waters cured 
ailments. Reports swirled that the spring water had lost the 
power the hotel was so widely known for. Tales remain to 
this day that the hotel changed owners several times, falling 
into the hands of a New York woman who drove away what 
little business the hotel had left. Further decay set in on the 
nine-hole golf course and fountain basins.

In 1946, a local Tallahassee print company detailed that, 
under the guidance of George Davis, attorney of the corpora-
tion, and W.R. Tucker, approximately $90,000 in renovations 
were spent putting paint on the exterior walls and repairing 

interior blemishes, including the bathhouse over the spring 
and pool. After suffering through World War II, where it 
served as barracks for local soldiers, the building was used 
again as a hotel and a boarding house, however, details sur-
rounding the hotel’s final years are limited.

On Thursday, Sept. 23, 1954, what was once valued at 
$1 million had burned to ashes and rubble. Hotel Hampton 
Springs went up in flames for an unknown reason still to this 
day, though reports state that the fire began near the roof of 
the structure. The Taylor County Development Authority and 
the Taylor County Board of County Commissioners purchased 
the land in 1959 for approximately $14,000, according to 
reports.

Today, the hotel grounds are open to visitors. Beneath 
the shadows of the many pine and oak trees which have 
since sprouted, lies the brick and mortar foundations, outlin-
ing portions of the fallen hotel. Greeting visitors toward the 
back of the property is the pool and foot bath, powered by 
the 70-degree sulfurous waters, that drew thousands, if not 
millions, to the property over the course of its life. 

In recent years, the quiet grounds have been the subject 
of multiple instances of vandalism, causing county offi-
cials to lock restrooms to limit damage, according to Taylor 
County Administrator LaWanda Pemberton. “In an effort to 
secure the site and engage local citizens, the Board of Coun-
ty Commissioners appointed the Hampton Springs Advisory 
Board last year to work with staff and the Board [of County 
Commissioners],” Pemberton stated. 

One such idea brought from this partnership was the 

Photo courtesy of Florida State Archives – Dubbed the bathhouse, this building was the hot spot for visitors and residents alike, offering recreational and 
relaxing swimming in the pool.
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concept of a park site host, which would allow Hampton 
Springs park to have constant supervision and virtual house-
keeping. “We have poured a concrete pad and are presently 
working with staff to locate the needed utilities for an RV,” 
said Pemberton. “Our hope is that the site host will not only 
provide a much-needed presence for the site but will also 
provide light restroom and park up-keep.”

Fencing was also placed around the springs’ pool and 
foot bath after the county faced public opposition due to an 
effort to reduce liability. In 2018, rocks were placed within 
the pool, allowing water to divert the flow across the top 
of the pool, instead of inside the pool. The opposition was 
made clear and the decision was quickly reversed. 

The opening of Rosehead Park, in Perry’s downtown 
historic district, in 2016, was capped with the placement of 
Hotel Hampton Springs’ original fountain, a centerpiece that 
was among the first sights for all visitors. The wrought iron 
fountain was gifted to the Taylor County Historical Society 
and the City of Perry by Sid Cooper, the son of Mrs. Nelle 
Cooper, who was in possession of the fountain for a number 
of years. The refurbished fountain stands proud today, greet-
ing all visitors just as it did at the hotel more than a century 
ago.

If you’re interested in visiting the Hotel Hampton Springs 
historical park, the site can be found less than one mile 
down County Road 356, off of U.S. Hwy. 98, four miles west 
of Perry. The park is open from sunrise to sunset.

Photo courtesy of Florida State Archives – Found in a booklet detailing the claimed-healing powers the hotel’s water had, this painting of hotel grounds shows 
the lavishing landscapes and eye-catching scenes that greeted visitors upon arrival. 
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Tinker & Tinker
Masonry &

Concrete, Inc.

Tinkermasonry@hotmail.com

P.O. Box 232
Monticello, FL 32345

Randy Tinker 850-933-5624
Rusty Tinker 850-933-7746
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CB Radios • 2-Way Radios • CD/MP3 Players • Marine Speakers • Cell Phones • Tracking Systems • Antenna Specialists

Cox Electronics of Perry, Inc.
1303 S. Jefferson St. • Perry, FL • (850) 584-5145 Sales & Installation

Serving Perry & Taylor counties since 1975

Marine Supplies & Accessories • Trained Mechanics

Mike’s
Marine Supply

Hwy 98 • Panacea, FL 32346
www.mikesmarine-panacea.com

850-984-5637 • 850-984-5693

Whether you like to fish 
or the comforts of riding, 
we have what you need.
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Old fashioned food from BBQ to Southern style catering...
With a taste you won’t forget!

We specialize in creating a unique menu based on a Southern style BBQ menu, at a
price that won’t break the bank. Focusing on Quality and Service, we will make sure

the last thing you have to worry about is the food.
Full on-site catering • Professional Staff •  Buffet or Banquet style

We cater small to large events. Call for your reservation today.
850-997-5622

1480 West Washington Street • Monticello, FL 32344

On-site catering available for
Weddings • Birthday Parties • Reunions

Celebrations• Family Gatherings
Book your BBQ and donut fundraisers with us!

Old Fashioned Meat Market

Come visit
Johnston’s
new donut

shop!
Made fresh

daily.

Book your
fundraiser

with us
today!
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Expires 12/31/18

Remember, even if you are not in the market for a new vehicle, we offer the highest
referral fee around $300! Send us your friends and family, and you win too. Just
call ahead of them arriving at our dealership and tell us their name, and we’ll send
you a $300 check when they purchase from us!

We love
our North F

lorida  

neighbo
rs!

$1,000 off  purchase of a
new Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep,

Ram or Chevy...
Compliments of Cass Burch!

Please present this ad at time of purchase.

Exp: 12/31/19
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travel

Story by John Willoughby, Staff Writer

Just an hour east of Tallahassee and more than 30 minutes 
west of Interstate 75 sits North Florida’s favorite camp-

ground and waterpark. Ragans Family Campground, located 
at 1051 SW Old St. Augustine Rd., in Madison, is open for 
the summer and you’re invited to join in on the fun.

Owned by Madison’s Jimmie and Latrelle Ragans, the 
campsite was opened in 2000 and the pair have worked hard 
at creating a family-friendly environment ever since.

From cooling off in the park’s water zone, to mining 
for gems in the park’s mining sluice, there is something for 
everyone of all ages to enjoy. Daily activities include fish-

ing, putt-putt golf, 88 acres of ATV trails, gem mining and so 
much more. The attraction also offers a 60-foot water slide 
and an exciting inflatable obstacle course on the lake.

For the traveler, this award-winning park offers 29 cabins, 
160 campsites, 34 water and electric sites, 16 primitive sites 
and 126 full hook up sites. 

Day passes (10 a.m. to 5 p.m.) are not available during 
holidays or weekends in June or July. For more information 
about ticket prices, you may call Ragans Family Campground 
at (850) 973-8269. The park is located at 1051 SW Old St. 
Augustine Rd., in Madison. 

Cook-off Week – August 2-4
Get those ribs ready for the Ragans Family rib and chili cook-
off. Do you have the best ribs to win top prize? What about 
your chili? Amazing prizes will be awarded to the winners, 
including a free night at Ragans Family Campground. The first 
ever Little Miss Barbecue Pageant will take place as well.

Back to School Bash – August 9-11
It’s time to hit those books in August, but what better way 
to celebrate the occasion than with the Ragans Family? The 
park’s lazy river spelling bee and underwater numbers crunch 
are great ways to keep cool while gearing up for school. 

Super Suds Weekend – August 16-18
On Saturday, Aug. 17, enjoy some good clean fun during 
the Ragans Family foam party. Who knows … it might even 
snow!

Ole Fashioned Camping Fun – August 23-25
Relax for the week while enjoying outdoor cooking and fun. 
On Saturday, Aug. 24, at 7 p.m., join staff and other camp-
ers at the community fire pit located at the gathering place, 
where marshmallows and hot dogs will be roasted while 
campers tell campfire stories, sing songs and make s’mores. 

Labor Day Celebration – August 31-September 2
Join the Ragans Family for the end-of-the-summer blow out. 
Live music and fireworks will take place on Saturday, Aug. 
31. Additionally, enjoy wet-n-wild train rides and fishing con-
tests. Decorate your golf carts, ATVs and bicycles for the red, 
white and blue parade.

Ballet • Tap • Jazz • Pointe
Becky Robinson

Member - Dance Masters of America
438 E Base St. • Madison, Fla. 32340

(850) 973-4828

Summer is here 
at Ragans Family 

Campground
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Park Manager, Mike Holm

Park Office 885500--334422--00224400 •  Cell: 885500--551199--66664400

mholm@jeffersoncountyfl.gov

“Where Everybody Plays”
1380 Mamie Scott Dr. • Monticello, Florida

Jefferson County
Parks & Recreation

Department

M & R

Licensed & Insured

&

• New Construction
• Re-modeling
• Additions
• Replacement Windows

• Screen Rooms
• Decks
• Soffit & Fascia
• Repairs

• Vinyl, Wood, Fiber Cement Siding

Lic. # CBC 1256821

Mitchell Morgan
(850) 251-6505

Rodney Roberts
(850) 251-4588

Construction and Siding, Inc

20+ Years
Combined
Experience

Call us to make 
reservations

today!!

A unique recreational resort, open all year long, that offers
beautiful surroundings, outdoor adventure and fun for the whole
family. More than 100 large RV campsites are nestled among
large oak trees with some lakeshore sites, pull through sites,
30/50 amp, EW&S, rustic and deluxe cabins. Enjoy our lazy

river, water slide, splash pad and jumping pad.

Ragans Family Campground

(850) 973-8269 • 1051 SW Old St. Augustine Rd.
I-10 Exit 258 • Madison, Fla. 32340
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August
August 1-10
Big River: The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn: Theatre 
Guild Valdosta opens their 31st  season with the Tony Award 
winning musical “Big River: The Adventures of Huckleberry 
Finn,” with music and lyrics by Roger Miller and book by 
William Hauptman. Adapted from the novel, “The Adven-
tures of Huckleberry Finn” by Mark Twain. Performances 
are: Thursday through Saturday, Aug. 1-3 and 8-10, at 7:30 
p.m. and on Sunday, Aug. 4, at 3 p.m. Adult tickets are $25. 
Performances are in the historic ‘Dosta Playhouse, located 
at 122 N. Ashley St., in downtown Valdosta, Ga. For reser-
vations and ticket information, including discount tickets, 
please call (229) 24-STAGE (247-8243) or visit  
www.theatreguildvaldosta.com.

August 3
Jasper Market Day and Farmer’s Market at Central Avenue 
Walkway, in Jasper, Fla., beginning at 8 a.m.

August 3-31 
“Day-cation” at Ellie Ray’s RV Resort and come boogey to 
some bands on the Santa Fe River! Here are several of many 
shows you can expect to see at Ellie Ray’s this summer: Aug. 
3 Xhale; Aug. 16-17 Faster than Flash; Aug. 30 Red Hot Chili 
Peppers Tribute Band; Aug. 31 Tobacco Road Band. Visit 
www.ellieraysrvresort.com for more information! 

August 17
Fleetwood Mac Tribute Show at the Spirit of the Suwannee 
Music Park. Visit www.musicliveshere.com for details.

September
September 7
Jasper Market Day and Farmer’s Market at Central Avenue 
Walkway, in Jasper, Fla., beginning at 8 a.m.

September 20-21 
The Smokin’ in the Pines BBQ Festival is held each year in 
Taylor County, Fla. and, with it, comes a BBQ Open Compe-
tition, Backyard BBQ, the KIDZ-Q Competition (Ages 6-15), 
John Boy & Billy Grilling Sauce Contest and People’s Choice. 
There’s always Southern Rock and Country music and a vari-
ety of vendors and loads of barbecue! You’ll be sure to have 
a finger lickin’ good time! Call the Taylor County Chamber of 
Commerce at (850) 584-5366 for event times and details.

September 28
KC & the Sunshine Band/Huey Lewis & The News Tribute 
Show at The Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park. Visit  
www.musicliveshere.com for details.

October
October 5
Jasper Market Day and Farmer’s Market at Central Avenue 
Walkway, in Jasper, Fla., beginning at 8 a.m.

October 10-13 
Suwannee Roots Revival; a festival held at the Spirit of the 
Suwannee Music Park that will feature a lineup including 
Sam Bush, Del McCoury Band, Peter Rowan and Donna the 
Buffalo. There will be music workshops, kids activities, daily 
yoga and food/craft vendors. Visit suwanneerootsrevival.com 
for more information.

October 11-13 
52nd Annual Thomasville Fly In is for aircraft enthusiasts 
everywhere! Come experience what is referred to as the best 
grassroots fly-in around! Visit thomasvilleflyin.weebly.com for 
more information.

October 17-27
The Covey Film Festival in Thomasville, Ga. is referred to as “a 
vehicle to entertain, educate and engage audiences through 
the screening of over twenty acclaimed films.” If you’re a 
movie buff with an affinity for the South Georgia-North Florida 
region, make sure you visit this popular festival!

609 5th St. SW Suite #4
Live Oak, Fla. 32064

(386) 219-0171
Now accepting patients

•Ingrown toenails
•Foot Surgery

•Injuries
•Diabetic, arthritis and cardiovascular treatments

•Benign and cancerous tumors
•Foot deformities

•Fungal and bacterial infections
•Custom diabetic shoes

•Bunions, calluses and spurs

Services we offer include:

Podiatric Medicine & Surgery
Dr. Trieu Hai Dang, D.P.M.

What’s Happenin’?
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KKeeaattoonn  BBeeaacchh  VVaaccaattiioonn  RReennttaallss

3 BR, 2BA. Quaint and cozy, located just off the
main canal in Keaton Beach. Sleeps 5-8. Fully-
equipped kitchen. Dock, fish cleaning table, fire
pit and more.

SScchhooooll    ooff  RReeddss  

3 BR, 2 BA. Located on deep water main canal.
Sleeps 8. Wrap-a-round balcony, washer/dryer,
WiFi, Dish Network, central heating and air, 40
ft. dock, fish cleaning station, grill and more.

MMaarrggaarriittaavviillllee  

FFiisshh  GGiillllss  

3BR, 3BA. Located on deep water canal. Sleeps 10.
Amazing sundeck, washer/dryer, WiFi, Dish Network,
40 ft. dock, fish cleaning station, grill and more.

BBooaatt  HHoouussee  

The Boat House is perfect for family reunions, business re-
treats or a get together with friends. Located near the Keaton
Beach Public Boat Ramp, each of the four smaller units are
uniquely decorated. Property includes six boat slips, a fish
cleaning station, WiFi, laundry facilities and more.

20368 Ponce de Leon Perry, Fla.
Call Stephanie at (772) 284-0124
keatonbeachvacationrentals.com

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram

Port Side: 1BR, 1BA with two
queen beds and a queen sleeper

sofa.

Amidship: 1BR, 1BA with king
bedroom, queen sleeper sofa and

fully-equipped kitchen.

Starboard: Includes two queen
beds, full bath with shower and a

kitchenette.

Lower Deck: 1BR, 1BA with two
full beds, queen sleeper sofa and

kitchenette.

Our Keaton Beach vacation rental homes are located 20 miles east of Perry on Taylor County's unspoiled and
undeveloped breathtakingly beautiful Florida Gulf Coast. It's a quaint, small community away from the busy cities; a
place to reconnect with one another and to the outdoors for a few days, weeks or longer; and a place where you will

create memories that will last a lifetime.

Shared 
Facilities
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parting thoughts

by Rick Patrick, Columnist

This past weekend, I had the chance to go down to Perry 
and visit with my sister. I always enjoy going down for a 

visit, just to touch “home base.” Often when I’m down there, 
my sister and I will sit and chat and 
get caught up. Sometimes I find myself 
becoming a sounding board for my 
sister when she feels the need to vent 
about whatever may be on her mind. I 
don’t object to this at all, I realize how 
important a sounding board can be 
from time to time. 

During my latest visit, we both 
began reminiscing about our collec-
tive youths. Both of us talked about 
those precious times spent on the 
porch at our grandmother, Mama 
Patrick’s house in Greenville. It was a 
pretty large porch, looking out toward 
US Hwy 90, with several rocking 
chairs. On Sunday afternoons, that 
would be the destination for every-
one’s post dinner migration, especial-
ly when the weather was nice and 
not too hot. We would sit and rock 
in those old rocking chairs and Papa 

We Need 
More Porches

would tell stories about what went on and where, back in 
the old days. Occasionally, a passenger train would pass 
by and I would wonder about where it was going, and why 
the people on the train wanted to go there. Other times, 

if I was lucky that weekend, one of my 
cousins may also be visiting and I could 
talk them into a round of catch with the 
baseball. Sometimes, we would just sit 
and rock and “watch the cars go by,” as 
Mama Patrick would say.

As my sister and I talked, I found 
myself thinking that we need more 
porches; we need places where families 
can gather and talk, visit, play catch, and 
simply spend time together; places with-
out cell phone signals so people might 
just interact face to face. That might just 
help more families reconnect and get to 
know each other again. I don’t know that 
it would solve all the problems facing 
the world today, but a return to those 
simple Sunday afternoons might help 
more than we think. It’s hard to hold 
onto bitterness while you’re sipping on 
a glass of sweet tea, rocking in a rocking 
chair and just “watching the cars go by.”
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James Madison         

Preparatory         

High School       

         
James Madison Preparatory High School          
provides a college and career preparatory high          
school that promotes student ownership of          
learning through a content-rich curriculum          
emphasizing science, technology, engineering,          
and math (STEM).        
         
Goal 1: Foster Student Success by studying          
complex, real-world problems in an integrative          
and collaborative environment with college          
instructors, business professionals, and          
community leaders, students will unleash their          
potential for success.        
         
Goal 2: Promote Civic Engagement by setting          
high expectations and teaching our core values,          
JMPHS will promote good citizenship, develop          
ethical leaders, and produce graduates with a          
21st-century global perspective.        

         
For more information please visit our website at          
jmphs.org, call us at (850) 253-2173, or stop by          
our school at 176 NW Crane Ave.        

         
James Madison Preparatory High School is an          
accredited AdvancEd/SACS 501[c][3] tutition-          
free public charter school and does not          
discriminate illegally on the basis of sex, race,          
religion, national origin, disability, or age as to          
employment or educational activities.        
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229-247-1474   •   BushWealth.com
Securities Offered Through LPL Financial. Member FINRA/SIPC

Don’t RUFF UP Your Retirement!



Summer 2019   6362  The Front Porch

Examination and
treatment 
of the eye,
Eyeglasses 

and Contact 
lenses

Juli  L. O ens, O.D. • Patrici  Bailey, O.D. Davi  J. O erhol , O.D.

522 S. Ohio Avenue
Live Oak, Florida 32064

Phone (386) 362-5055
Fax (386) 208-8660



1 Courthouse Circle • Monticello, FL 32344
(850) 342-0218 ext 232 

Fax (850) 342-0222
kreams@jeffersonclerk.com

KIRK REAMS
Jefferson County

Clerk of Court & CFO
Clerk of Circuit Court/ Clerk of County Court/ County Auditor/ County Recorder


